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editors: letter 


Toften hanker after a much bigger garden. 
In my dreams | have about an acre or so, but 
Talso find myself wondering how I'd actually 
manage such a space in terms of design and 
maintenance, It's great to hear about lessons 


learned from other gardeners and I find 

the feature on Tuinzondernaam in the 
Netherlands very heartening. The owner Frank 
Thuyls freely admits that while he and his late 
partner Pierre began with great enthusiasm, unfortunately the garden 
evolved into a bit of a mess. After a eureka moment, they took the bold 
step of ripping everything out and starting again, this time creating ten 
formal garden rooms, each with a distinct personality and colour 


scheme, This half-acre garden is a masterpiece in the clever use of space ae =; 20! ten garden rooms in he isp a 
Tuinzondernaani. See page 30, 


with carefully constructed sightlines and well-placed garden ornaments. 
Planning ahead is key to good gardening and this issue Arne Maynard 
looks forward to spring, offering excellent advice and personal insights 
into what bulbs to plant now to ensure stylish, long-lasting displays. 
‘To make life easier, we've set up an exclusive offer on selected bulbs 
with supplier Peter Nyssen (sce page 100). We also visit Special Plants 
nursery, where owner Derry Watkins stays one step ahead of the game 
with regular trips abroad to track down new and interesting varieties. 
With so many beautiful plants and design ideas to play with, I think 


I really do need more space. I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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18 October plants Great Dixter’s head gardener 
Fergus Garrett chooses this month's best plants 

48 Plant profile: Autumn-flowering daisies From 
asters and rudbeckias to the less recognisable 
Joe Pye weed, the sheer breadth of the 
Compositae or Asteraceae family make it 
one of the easiest to go crazy over 

58 Forthcoming attractions Now is the time to 
plant your spring bulbs, and Arne Maynard 
has come up with four stunning colour 
combinations to leave you longing for spring 
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30 The secret garden Hidden in the middle of a 
Dutch cornfield is a magical extravaganza of 
clipped hedges and topiary that provide a 
masterclass in how to create garden rooms 
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Alittle bit special At Special Plants in Wiltshire, 
plantswoman Derry Watkins has created a 
nursery full of wonderful, colourful delights 
Lines of beauty A stunningly formal garden 
from the late Belgian designer Andre van 
Wassenhove, where sleek geometric lines of 
green echo the clean architecture of the house 
Paradise reclaimed Artists Lizzi and Mel Smith 
have created a heavenly garden space in which 
torelax, giving new uses to a quirky mix of 
salvaged wood, stone and metal 

‘Along weekend in... Amsterdam where Simone 
van Heiningen sings the city's praises and offers 
an insider's guide to its mostly hidden gardens 


People 
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New garden talent Former art student 
James Horner has found the perfect outlet 
for his creativity as a Great Dixter trainee 


56 


Who's who Meet plantsman and snappy 
dresser Alan Street, the man behind Avon 
Bulbs and one of the country's most 
sought-after nurserymen 

Bed thugs Our columnist Frank Ronan finds 
himself reluctantly coming to the defence of 
the thuggish squatters in his borders 


Design 


83 


93 


Design news The latest projects and events, 
including an ambitious project in south London 
and impressive new glasshouses in Hampshire 
Design ideas: Green roofs Find stylish and 
accessible ways to cover up the roofs of ugly 
tool sheds and bike stores, and give your garden 
a green makeover in both senses of the word 
Design sourcebook Bring in your apple harvest 
with aplomb with our nine top buys for picking 
and storing autumn fruit 


Regulars 


25 


103 
105 


Editor's letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: news The latest from the world of 
gardens, including Alys Fowler's preserving 
course and a new bug box for mini beasts 
Gardener's notes Piant forced hyacinths; 
hold your nerve with dahlias; order hedging 
Shop front Best buys for autumn 
Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when 
you subscribe to the digital edition of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
The New English Garden 

Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on landscaping in new housing developments 
Crossword and buying single issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in November 


Free 
30-day trial 


HARBER 


sundials * sculptures * water features 


01235 859300 www.davidharber.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


 |UK 0844 844 0253 
USA/CANADA 1 866 464 8103 (TOLL-FREE) 
REST OF THE WORLD +44 1795 414721 


UK gardensillustrated@servvicehelpline.co.uk 
buysubscriptions.com/gardensillustrated 

USA/CANADA GiLcustserv@cdsfulfillment.com 
britsubs.com/garden 

UK/REST OF THE WORLD GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Subscriptions 
Dovetail Services, PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. 
USA/CANADA GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, PO BOX 37495, Boone, 

1A 50037-0495 USA 


 |+44(0)117 9338072 —“#\ | lucy.moakes@immediate.co.uk 


tm /+44(0)117 3147440 —“P) | gardens@gardensillustrated.com 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited, 
Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available for licensing and syndication, 
‘ |+44(0)1179338079 8) | ceri.waters@immediate.co.uk 


For App support please visit apps immediate.co.uk/support 


Editor 
Contributing editors 
Art director 

Deputy edtor 
Deputy art editor 
Production editor 
Features editor 
Designer 

Botanical adviser 
‘Special thanks to 


us Garett, Danie! J Hinkley, Carol Kein & Dan Pearson 


Advertisement director 
‘advertising manager 

Classified sales executive 

USA advertising representative 

Advertising designer 


wneclate.co.uk 
Bimmediate.co.uk 


Laurence Robertson 


Newstrade manager 
‘Subscriptions Director 
Direct Marketing Manager 
Press officer 


Chairman 


Chief executive officer 
Managing director. Bristol 
Associate Publisher 


Head of licensing & syndication 


ool 


THIS MAGAZINE IS OWNED AND PUBLISHED BY IMMEDIATE MEDIA COMPANY BRISTOL 
Standard bucrption rc: UK £49.20 pr num: Ee and Europe $487 co the weld 9897, Dsbaton Fron 
edn the UK by Will bons 
nth by tate Medi 
(i Disb ia the US by Crslton Specials, 
er sit Shon. CT and other mag 
dads hangs to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, PO BOX 37495 Bon I 308 
on th wdertandg tn price ao by or the serge 
cece Eu may tbe epee wit prin The 
san Kept ine as i gy Bae be 
ede Mea Compa Lined we 
cn wll managed fret Thi main canbe yc 
nd dpe 
oe Meds Compa 


Production director 
Production co-ordinator 


COLUM? vbutors 


REBECCA 
BERNSTEIN 

Rebecca specialises in garden, 
portrait and food photography, 
and finds herself spellbound 
by the colour, light and the 
atmosphere of the idyllic 
locations she photographs, 
including Derry Watkins 
beautiful nursery on page 38, 


“Derry Watkins’ Special Plants Nursery ref 
skill and individuality of its owner. 


the passion, 


ANNA PAVORD 

‘Anna has been the 

gardening correspondent of 
The Independent since the 
paper was founded in 1986. 

Her book, The Tulip, was an 
international best-seller. On 
page 56 she meets the talented 
and immaculately turned out 
Alan Street of Avon Bulbs. 


The arrival of the bulbs bought from Avon are the highlights of 
my gardening year. Alan Street is a consummate plantsman. 


BRITT WILLOUGHBY 
DYER 

Photographing nature, is 

one of Britt's passions and 

she is fortunate to have some 
beautiful natural landscapes on 
her doorstep. On page 58 she 
visits Monmouthshire to bring 
us Arne Maynard's inspiring 
combinations of spring bulbs. 


Tulips are truly magical: in the early morning dew they look 
beautifully sculptural then open to show their glorious colours. 


SUZIE GIBBONS 

Suzie specialises in garden 
features for leading publications 
in the UK and abroad. She feels 
privileged to photograph such 
inspirational gardens as Rose 
Farm Studio on page 64. She 
has just swapped urban 
gardening for a new project 

in rural Sussex 


“It was a joy to photograph Mel and Lizzi’s wondrous, ecletic 
garden, which is full of all my favourite flowers. 


Simple — 
and Stylish? 
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Contact Haddonstone for high quality . 
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garden ornaments and architectural cast stone’ 


Each design is handcrafted in England. 
Inspirational 204 page catalogue available: 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE * COLORADO * NEW JERSEY 


in contemporary, classical and.traditional;styles. 
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GARDENS OF SOMERS 


AND TH 


E WILTSHIRE BORD 


ERS 


Visit some of the finest and most influential gardens in England set within the 
wooded coombes and lush meadows of rural Somerset: 15-19 June, 2014 


ANNIE 
GUILFOYLE 


gorgeous summer gardens— indeed the word Somerset means ‘land of the summer 


S omerset is famed as the county of fine ciders, famous cheese, ‘withy’ plantations and 


people: Our five-day tour will visita selection of fine gardens and award-winning 


specialist nurseries. You will be based at Ston Easton Park, a superb Palladian mansion 


nestled within the Mendip Hills and now a four-star country house hotel with fine 


grounds and award-winning restaurant. 


Guests will gather at Bristol Parkway railway station (an easy hour-and-a-half-journey 
from London Paddington) from where your tour begins. Visits includes Jekka McVicar’s 
Herboretum, where famed herb expert Jekka has the largest collection of culinary herbs in 
the UK, The Organic Gardens at Holt Farm surrounded by the rich dairy pastures of the 
Yeo Valley, and Lady Farm, regarded as one of the UK’ top gardens with the prairie and 
steppe-style plantings as particularly striking features. Just across the border into Wiltshire 


is Iford Manor and the Italianate gardens of Harold Peto, one of the greatest Edwardian 


Hord Manor. 


garden designers. While in Wiltshire we also visit foxglove specialists The Botanic Nursery 
and Special Plants where nurserywoman Derry Watkins offers a tempting array of unusual 
annuals and perennials (sce feature on page 38). And then there's the distinguished Arts & 
‘Crafts National Trust garden of The Courts. Back in Somerset East Lambrook Manor is one 
of the country's definitive cottage gardens, created by the late great plantswoman Margery 
Fish, Finally, we have the very great pleasure of an invitation from garden designer Penelope 
Hobhouse to see her new Somerset garden. 

Plus well be visiting some of the area's top eateries for lunch, be given a tour of our hotel’ 
own Victorian kitchen garden by the head gardener at Ston Easton Park, and have free time to 
visit the shops and galleries of the historic town of Bruton. 

This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED by (C] 
é. 


Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist garden tour company set up in 
1990, directed by Sue and Brian Macdonald, Kew-trained, profe: 


nal gardeners. 
« Crecwy 


Overseas Garden and 
Special Interest Tours 


To go on a Brightwater Holiday is to join a 
group of like-minded, mature adults with 
enquiring minds, who are all looking for that 
bit more from a holiday package. 

Our holidays are well planned and well paced, 
and always expertly guided. 


Forthcoming tours include:- 
Gardens of Costa Rica 
Departs Feb 4, 18, 2014, 
12 nights from £2995pp 
Chile and the Falkland Islands 
Departs Jan 25, 2014, 16 nights from £5995pp 
Gardens of Japan 
Departs Mar 25, Apr 8, Oct 28, 2014, 
12 nights from £3795pp 
Gardens of New Zealand 
Departs Jan 16, 2014, 21 nights from £4995pp 
Galicia's Camellia Route 
Departs 25 Feb, 12 Mar, 2014, 
5 nights from £695pp 
Gardens of Marrakech 
Departs 11 Nov, 2013, 10 Mar, 10 Nov 2014, 
4 nights from £695pp 
Menton Lemon Festival 
Departs 27 Feb, 2014, 4 nights from £755pp 


For details of these and other quality garden tours contact 


www.brightwaterholidays.com 


od 
brightwater Q 


holidays 


Brightwater Holidays Ltd 
Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS 
info@brightwaterholidays.com 
+44 (0) 1334 657155 
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Y), 
News, Gardening talent, Nurseryman’s favourites, Gardener's notes & Shopping 
SORREL EVERTON 


EXHIBITION 
A passion for gardens 


Leading horticultural artist Louis Turpin is showing a 
selection of garden paintings in his latest exhibition at 
the Bohun Gallery in Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire. 
His distinctive style focuses on colour and form and 
lends itself perfectly to capturing both the atmosphere 
and intricacies of a garden's planting mix, be ita humble 
allotment or the impressive borders at iconic gardens 
such as Great Dixter, Newby Hall and Scampston. 
Until12 October, bohungallery.co.uk 


in 
T 


EXPLORE 28 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL AND 
AND VARIED GARDENS FULL OF COLOUR 


Forthcoming Events 
Study Day 


Pruning a 


d Propag 


Come and Grow: 


5th and 6th C 


Halloween Bat Walk 


29th October 


Luminaries Woburnensis: 
dens illuminations event 


Gar 


nber 


01525 290333 admissions: 
woburnabbey.co.uk 


woburn,co.uk 


Woburn Abbey and Gardens, 
Woburn, Bedfordshire MK17 9WA. 


Durin 


2burn Abbey” 
Bedford for nearly 4 
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ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
But can be adapted for individuals 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d'Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
Departures 2013: 2 Oct. Departures 2014: 
80 Apr, 14 May, 4 June, 2 Jul, 3 Sept 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torsell, Vila Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Vila Grabau, Villa Oliva, 
Parco di Vila Reale 

Departures 2013: 20 Sept, 11 Oct. 
Departures 2014 in May, June, Sep and Oct 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Vila Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
Departures 2014 in May, June, Sep and Oct 


PLUS AMALFI COAST AND CAPRI, 
VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


@ Individual extensions to 
each tour 


@ Stay at luxury hotels, 
two per tour 


© British Airways fights 
included 
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01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 


ty LE SSCS 


LEARN - 
Jams and pickles | 
It’s proved to be a bumpe?year 


on thé fruitiand vegetable plot, 
S0 now isthe timelto presérve 


any exc@ss you might have, 
Urban Veg ~a Birmingham- 
based organisation withthe 


aim of promoting urban food 
production istunning a 
course with TY presenter and 
urban gardening devotee’Alys 
Fowler. You'll discover a range 
of fermentatiomand pickling 
methods that wilhlehsufe you 
bottle thélt@ste of summer 
for the winter months ahead.) © 
20 October, 10am-4pm, £40. 
Book on 0121 414 3003, 
urbanvegwhg.wordpress.com 
NOTE seepage 10] for qureiter 
on Le Parfait jars per fadbfor 
pickles and preserves!” 
~~ 


Snippets — keeping you up to date 


GET YOUR ENTRIES READY The deadiine 
for International Garden Photographer of 


SHORTLISTED Garden designer Jinny Blom 
has been shortlisted for a Woman of the Year 


award following her Chelsea 2013 garden, 
which supported vulnerable children 
affected by HIV/AIDS in Lesotho. Winners 
announced this month: womenoftheyear.co.uk 


the Year entries is 31 October. Amateur 
and professional photographers alike are 
invited to submit images to any of the eight 
themed categories. Details at igpoty.com 


WILDLIFE GARDENING 

Bugs in a box 

These Bug Storeys are ideal for encouraging a range of bugs and wildlife to your garden — 
and then providing the perfect platform for observation and hands-on learning, particularly 
for children and educational groups. Designed by an ecologist, the Bug Storey offers lots of 
different habitats for insects, hedgehogs and frogs to shelter. feed and breed. while the 
wildflower roof is perfect for visiting pollinators. Find out more at bugstoreys.com 


dig in news 
HISTORIC 
BLOOMS 
This watercolour of 
Callistephus chinensis 
and Coreopsis tinctoria 
is just one of 100 pieces 
of botancial art featured 
in a boxed postcard 
collection: 100 Flowers. 
Selected from the 
RHS’s Lindley Library, 
the earliest image dates 
from the late 17th 
century and the most 
recent from the mid 
20th century. £14.99. 
Available from the RHS, 
bookshops and publisher 


Frances Lincoln. 


dig in news 
ONLINE 
Choosing a tree 


The Tree and Garden Gift Company makes finding a tree easy. Search 
its website by tree size, shape, colour or even by occasion if you're 
looking for a thoughtful gift. These are all bare-rooted, established 
trees between 3-6m in height, offering instant impact. Trees will be 
delivered, planted and watered in (depending on where you live). 


treeandgardengiftcompany.co.uk 


Explore Italiaffplanting 
icolario, 


Italian garden festival held in the stylish surrounding of Villa 
Erba on the edge of Lake Como, Stalls, demonstrations and 


late summer garden displays. 4-6 October, €14. Villa Erba, 


Cernobt (0)31 3347503, orticolario,it 
ATTEND, DONATE, BUY Mark Diacono, expert on edible gardening, talks about how 
7 br new flav p kitcher rdet 
Armscote listen and grow etek ee BE hoe 


In aid of Horatio's Garden. 5 October, £60, The Organic 
Gardens, Blagdon, Somerset BS40 7SQ. Book tickets at 
itorg.uk, Tel O17 50, theorganicgardens.co.uk 


This sturdy, 40cm-high, fringed tulip in white, with a grey colouring 
to the foliage, is Tulipa ‘Armscote’, sold by the Warwickshire manor 
inaid of Shipston Home Nursing, You can order bulbs from the Van 


Tubergen catalogue (tel 01379 688282, vantubergen.co.uk), or Batata rand menkcbletratee teachin 


there will be stocks available at this year’s Armscote Manor Lecture harvest and how to get the best from fresh, seasonally 
Series, which runs from 7-11 October. Find details of this year's own food. There will be demonstrations, workshops 
speakers at armscotemanor.co.uk or call 01608 682375. 


~ Wwe 


Enjoy a delic 
about hi 
Garden Museum, Lon 


gardenmuseum.org.uk 
Learn with expert horticulturists Thomas Broom and Merric 


what to do z 

next year. 15, 

Nurseries, Surrey TW10 7AG, Tel 02 
etershamnurseries.com 


TOBUY Chelsea four-times gold medallist Peter Gooch, will be giving 
A snip and it’s done an illustrated talk on the range of clematis on offer and how 
t 1. 15 October. m-12 noon, £17.50. 
rden Plants, Suffolk 1P31 3S. Tel 01359 2: 
harveysgardenplants.co.uk 


Fiskars Cuts+More scissors are a multi-tool for use in the home and 
garden. The high-quality, stainless steel blades will tackle plastic, 
leather and light plant snipping, while clever adaptations mean the 
scissors also include a wire and twine cutter, rope notch, aw! tip and 
bottle opener. The innovative cover has a builtin 


Explore ways in which your enthusiasm for gardening can 


jindow boxes or at community 
| Ny tape cutter and ceramic scissors sharpener. alotment societies: Transition 


RRP £18.99. Find your nearest supplier ober, 12.30- 
at wwwiskars.co.uk 


ommunity 


13, farmgarden.org.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


BRITISH TREES WITH INSTANT IMPACT 


Now available to buy in a very unique way 


The glorious colours of Pyrus calleryana Chanticleer will light up your garden 


we admire the vivid display 
of mature trees in full Autumn 
colour but often don't realise just 
how easy it can be to have such 
a display in our own garden.We 
often assume we have to wait 
years to see such splendour, 
but today we can buy just about 
anything at the touch of a button 
and trees with ‘instant impact’ are 
no exception. 
Tree buying online is not new, we 
have been able to buy small trees 
for a while now, often as gifts but 
it has often been frustrating to 
order say an oak from a picture of 
a mature oak tree only to receive 
a tiny, twig-like specimen in the 
post. However, now there is an 
exciting new website 
www.buythetreeyousee.com 
which promises to deliver a 
choice of beautiful British grown 
trees ranging from 9 ft to 24 ft 
straight to the door. 
There is a guide on tree selection 
dependent on soil type, size, 
whether you want trees for a 
purpose such as screening, 


| tis at this time of year that 


Spring flower or Autumn colour. 
The most unique thing about the 
website, however, is the chance 
to see a short video of the actual 
tree which is then sent direct to 
your door, thanks to an individual 
code. It is so straightforward 

and reasonably priced, that it, 
almost comes as a surprise when 
a wonderful 10 foot tall Pyrus 
Chanticleer in this case (that's an 
ornamental pear to you and me) 
is delivered with clear instructions 
on planting and reassuringly is 
the exact tree ordered just a few 
days earlier. 

This is the brainchild of Mike 
Glover of Barcham Trees, 

a 300 acre nursery in Ely, 
Cambridgeshire which specialises 
in growing and selling trees 

in specially patented white 

pots which have been shown, 

to produce extremely healthy 
roots and make them ideal for 
transplanting. For the past 25 
years, Barcham Trees have 
supplied everywhere from parks 
and golf courses, country estates 
to Chelsea Flower Gardens. They 


are even the proud holders of the 
Royal Warrant to Her Majesty the 


Queen. 
But more recently it is the retail 
side of the business that has 
become the focus of attention, 
as customers become aware 
that they can take advantage 

of the wealth of knowledge and 
experience the company has 
built up."We are one of the few 
nurseries who actually grow 

our trees in the UK" says Mike, 
‘Managing Director. "Most British 


nurseries simply import their trees 
from the Continent which involves 


a significant bio-security risk as 
demonstrated recently with the 
‘occurrence of Ash dieback from 
imported Dutch trees. We hope 
that customers see the benefit in 
buying from the UK, as our trees 
are fully acclimatised to suit the 
rigours of our climate.” 

“No other nursery can offer such 
an individual service” says Mike, 
“And our customers tell us they 
are never disappointed since 
what they see is exactly what 
they get”. 


To view their range, log on to 
www.buythetreeyousee.com 
or call 01353 720950 


atti 
Barcham 


buytherreeyousee.com 


The beautifully-refurbished Dormy House Hotel 
is now THE place to stay in the Cotswolds, 
with 40 individual rooms and suites that will 

become your home from home. 


BEDDING 
PLANTS 


Dormy House is in the heart of the Cotswolds, 
with 30 of England's finest gardens within 
30 miles — including the quintessential Hidcote, 
just five miles away. 


Garden-lovers can find details of our 
unique two-night Cotswold Gardens break at 
www.dormyhouse.co.uk or call 01386 8527! | 
quoting ref GI0913. 


de 


Dormy House 
Near Broadway, Worcestershire 


The best of both worlds... Wille Cottage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


Handmade with the same emphasis on quality as any of 


OX 
SILI. 


‘our bespoke designs, our 8’-2” wide ‘Arley’ greenhouses 
come in three lengths with a variety of options available... 


th 


for more information call 01270 753 826 
or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 


dig in gardening talent 


James Horner 


At one time plants were merely an obstacle to James Horner's football games, 
now they give the Great Dixter trainee a sense of belonging 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Early garden memory | was always in the garden as a youngster, 
but playing sports. | knew the plants only from reaching under the 
prickly juniper to retrieve my ball or from picking rose thorns out of it 
What was your horticultural calling? While studying at Glasgow 
School of Art| worked in an Argyllshire woodland; when | was home in 
Yorkshire | gardened with my uncle, growing vegetables and grafting 
apple trees, and walked in the Dales with my aunt —| just wished 
towork creatively and outdoors. The day of my interview for the 
Christopher Lloyd scholarship was the first time I visited Great Dixter, 
and as soon as my taxi pulled up the drive | had a feeling of belonging 
First plant love The first plant | grew from seed was Borago 
officinalis, for its gorgeous blue flower colour. I'd like to grow 

some again, autumn sown and used for summer bedding. My 
training with the Leeds Parks Department gave me an appreciation 
of bedding and how quickly you can achieve an effect with it. 

Who has inspired your career and why Fergus Garrett, whom by 
the generosity of enhancing a truly magnificent garden is teaching 
many hands great technique, and many minds the joys of creativity 
and curiosity in the garden. 


Favourite garden setting The palaces and riads of Marrakech 
Nowhere before has my appreciation of the restorative power of 
gardens been so pronounced. Entering a riad you are suddenly 
within a cool, serene vault. Seconds before you were dodging 
motorbikes beeping their passage through the bustling medina, 
Favourite planting style | imagine a vast cutting garden with 
flowers for people recuperating from ill health, for honeymoon suites 
and people simply picking up a bouquet before seeing a friend 
Three tips you'd give to any gardener Be curious of a plant's 
capabilities, seek good forms and observe exact flowering 

times so that plantings crescendo. 

Dream plant destination Having recently discovered flora in 

Japan and Turkey, | hope next year to visit many Italian gardens. 
Most valuable training The discipline to observe timing in 

your garden, when a plant emerges, how much space it then takes, 
its habit, when it melts to ground, what it might be compatible living 
alongside. With this knowledge begins succession planting, 
experimentation and a garden that has year-round high points, 
Contact email address jameslechorner@yahoo.co.uk 
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Aster lateriflorus Var. horizontalis 

A dark, small-leaved, small-flowered Michaelmas daisy, 
which by mid October produces thousands of tiny, off-white, 
pink-blushed flowers each with a rosy mauve centre. These 
sprays billow out from horizontally branching stems,arching 
this way and that, creating as Christo described it thing 
mass” of pink foam. Plants are erech dense and twigey 
requiring no staking, keeping their shape wellinto the winter 
when the intricate brown skeletons and delicate seedheads 
are dusted white with frost. By mid March plants are ett 
down to the ground to make way for new growth. AGM* 


4 
Height/spread 60cm x 30cm. . 
Origins North America. & h ; 
Conditions Full sun in good moist but well-dral 


Hardiness rating RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b". 
Season October ~ February. 


October plants 


There are still plenty of colourful blooms around, combined 
with glorious foliage and bright glistening berries 


FERGUS GARRETT 


Fergus Garrettisa 
plantsman and head 
gardener at Great 

Dixter in East Sussex 


where he continues 
the legacy of the late 
‘great Christopher 
Loyd. Fergus also 
lectures, writes and 
serves on Royal 
Horticultural 
Society committees. 


“Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society 
Hardiness ratings 
‘Biven where available 


SHARON PEARSON 


Gaunt, as if on the edge of starvation, erect 
stems, naked from ground up, patterned 
with deeply fissured bark, carry umbrellas of 
long pinnate, evergreen leaves made up of 
numerous holly-like leaflets. These are stiff, 
leathery and neatly arranged in pairs along a 
midrib when viewed from above. Bright 
yellow globular flowers radiate out from the 
branch tips followed by glaucous green 
berries that mature blue-black. AGM. 


Height/spread 3m x 2m. 

Origins SE China and Myanmar (formerly 
Burma), cultivated by L Johnston in 1931 
Conditions Warm sheltered corner, sun or 
part shade, moist but well-drained soil 
Season Flowers October - November. 
Foliage all year. 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


a Mode 

‘This charming small bicoloured dahlia is 
predominantly apricot but with ray tips 
broadly splashed white. The flowers are fully 
double, dense, fat and sumptuous and show 
no disc in the centre. They are informal in 
shape, more open and loose in petal 
formation, twisting and turning without 
being messy and are held on stiff stems 
presented well above the leaves. The delicate 
tones of this dahlia goes particularly well late 
in the season with the electric sky-blue bog 
sage, Salvia uliginosa, or the deeper colour of 
Salvia guaranitica ‘Blue Enigma’ 


Height/spread 1.8m x 0.7m. 

Origins Raised Swan Island Dahlias, Canby, 
Oregon in 1993; available in the UK from 
the National Dahlia Collection, Penzance. 
Conditions Full sun in rich soil 

Season July — October. 


Daphnit nact jurr 
A striking evergreen shrub that looks like a 
large Schefflera. Has impressively long oval 
leaves, smooth and polished in a glaucous 
sheen, pale on the undersides and held 
drooping off rich-red stem petioles that 
dramatically intensify in colour during 
winter. The plant grows in whorls giving it 
its essential character. The male and female 
flowers are held on separate plants and are 
borne in spring as the brown-tinted young 
foliage emerges. Blue-black fruits follow if 
females have a suitable mate. Young leaves 
turn black if hit by late frosts in spring. 


Height/spread 4m x 3m. 

Origins Korean peninsula, Japan and China, 
Conditions Sun, part shade in rich 
well-drained soil 

Hardiness rating USDA 72-9b. 

Season All year. 


Places 
to visit 


Fergus shares some of 
his favourite places to 
see plants at their best. 


Will Giles's Exotic Garden 
in Norfolkis a cornucopia of 
plants that shouldn't really 
survive in temperate climes. 
Will has created this 
subtropical paradise in his 
‘one-acre plot that lies just 
astone’s throw away from 
Norwich train station. Will 
loves to experiment with 
plants and there are no 
boundaries to his taste 

The gardenis full of 
‘surprises all within the 


The oak-leaved hydrangea is a dramatic, 
spreading shrub furnished with handsome 
five-to-seven-lobed, rough-textured green 
leaves. The emerging foliage and young 
shoots are covered in soft beige down with 
peeling bark dressing the old stems. 
Round-topped, cone flower panicles are 
packed with white infertile and fertile florets. 
‘These are held erect on two-year-old stems 
and fade pink before drying brown in 
winter. The leaves take on vivid autumn 
colours of red, crimson and purple and 
persist into the cold season. Exceptional 

in foliage as well as in flower. 


Height/spread 2m x 2.5m. 

Origins SE USA. 

Conditions Sun or part shade in good soll 
Hardiness rating RHS H3-4, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season August ~ December. 


a ‘Enfa rodigue 

A large and vigorous hardy fuchsia 

with long, leafy stems that gently arch over 
under the sheer weight of flowers. Carried 
in loose clusters, pointed bright red buds 
hang gracefully before splitting open, 
splaying the four red sepals horizontally 

to reveal a fat, rich, velvety purple skirt of 
unfurling petals. The male stamens and 
the long female pistil, both identical in 
colour to the sepals, protrude prominently 
from the centre making an exquisite shape. 
Free flowering right until the first frosts, 
rich in colour, and refined with great poise, 
this is a cut above the rest, 


Height/spread 2m x 2m. 

Origins Bred in 1887 by Lemoine in France. 
Conditions Full sun in moist 

well-drained soil 

Season July ~ November. 


comfort of mature trees 
and hedges ~ everything, in 
Will's words, “from the 
ludicrously tender to the 
dead hardy’ 6 Cotman 
Road, Thorpe, Norwich, 
Norfolk NRI 4AF. Tel 01603 
623167, exaticgarden.com. 
Open every Sunday from 
June to 20 October 1-5pm, 
Plantbase Nursery, 
in East Sussex is home to 
Graham Blunt's mouth- 
watering list of tropical, 


An eye-catching, exotic-looking hardy 
bromeliad, making slowly expanding, messy, 
low mounds of thin grey-green foliage. The 
leaves are outwardly curving, spiny and 
tightly packed in rosettes. Some of these 
turn a striking florescent crimson red at the 
base before developing fattening clusters of 
tightly packed, powder-blue flower buds in 
the centre. These open into upward facing, 
vivid blue tubular flowers each garnished 
with contrasting bright yellow anthers. The 
flowers fade brown but the crimson colour 
remains for several weeks. 


Height/spread 40cm x 40cm 

Origins Chile. 

Conditions Well-drained soil in full sun 
or part shade. 

Season October - November. 


Australian, South African, friends whohave and 
New Zealand and South recommend it. Sleepers 
‘American plants. His range _Stile Road, Cousley Wood, 
is from temperate to Wadhurst, East Sussex 
tropical, growing around ‘TNS 6QX. Tel O1892 
1,600 different varieties 785599, plantbase.co.uk. 
ofplants,Graham grows Open seven days @ week, 
every singleplant onsite _10am-Spm (appointment 
andthe nurseryis laid out recommended in winter). 
in cultivation areas of Knoll Gardens is 2 
desert, jungle, woodland, _—_four-acre showcase of 


alpine, waterside, prairie 
and border. | have never 
been but have trusted 


ornamental grasses and 
perennials. Also a nursery, 
it's run by Neil Lucas, the 


Small yet tough, this sub-shrub has dark- 
green stems decorated in dense, spine- 
tipped, leaf-like branches called cladodes. 
‘These are angularly arranged resulting, 

ina glittering texture. Plants are usually 
dioecious (male and female separate), so 
females require a close male companion to 
produce berries. Our form is hermaphrodite, 
producing plump, rich red globular fruit in 
late summer. These glisten in the winter sun 
and last into the following year sometimes 
overlapping with the current crop. Seedlings 
come true but are painfully slow. 


Height/spread 50cm x 40cm. 
Origins Europe through to Asia Minor. 
Conditions Part to full shade in most soils. 
Season Foliage of interest year round, with 
berries good August — July. 


Knoll Gaitiens, Dorset, 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


The bush form of the variegated Canary 
Island ivy forms a multi-stemmed, rounded 
mass covered with luminous evergreen 
leaves. These are glossy, puckered with a 
cream edging merging into bands of grey, 
mottled with green and grey-green from the 
centre. The adult leaves are smaller than the 
juvenile climbing forms and erratically 
ovate in shape. In autumn the bush 
becomes extraterrestrial when covered in 
queer globular greyish umbels that open 
into insect-attracting, white flowers. 


Height/spread 2.5m x 2.5m 
Origins Azores, Portugal, Canaries, 
NW Africa, Madeira 

Conditions Sun or shade in moist 
well-drained soil. 

‘Season Flowers October — November. 


UK's leading authority on 
the subject, and the garden 
Jeads the way in integrating 
Brasses and perennials ina 
naturalistic style. Easy to 
walk around, the gardens 
are spectacular in autumn. 
Hampreston, Wimborne, 
Dorset BH21 7ND. Tel 01202 
873931, knoligardens.co.uk. 
Open Tuesday to Saturday 
10am-5pm (until 4pm 
November ~ March), and 
Bank Holiday Mondays. 


a 


Light A by Bruce Munro 


(right above arid below) are featured 
at Waddesdion Manor this winter: 


Winter Light at Waddesdon Manor 


Join celebrated artist Bruce Munro for a talk about 
his work followed by a walk through the gardens at 
Waddesdon Manor to view his latest light installations 


Using the magnificent Victorian gardens and grounds of Waddesdon Manor as a backdrop, 
Bruce Munro’s latest light installation shows six large-scale pieces of work — two of which 
have been conceived especially for Waddesdon — in an immersive and evocative exhibition 
of light-based artwork for the winter season. GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers are invited to 
an exclusive day to meet the artist, hear him talk about his work and his new book Catching 
the Light, and tour the grounds to view the exhibition. 

Your day at Waddesdon also includes a tour of the Manor, a delicious lunch, a 
demonstration on creating seasonal decorations for your home, plus the opportunity to 
browse the gift shop and glasshouses sumptuously decorated for Christmas (along with a 
10 per cent discount for use in the gift shop and nursery on the day). At the end of your day 
there will be the opportunity to revisit the installations to see them to full effect at dusk. 


The exhibition runs from 13 Nov 2013 - 1 Jan 2014. Visit waddesdon.org.uk for details. 


BRUCE MUNRO 


| British artist BRUCE MUNRO 

is renowned for immersive 

si} | large-scale, mixed-media 
installations utilising his 
interest in light and the way it 

BD | canshape and imply form. One 
of his best-known installations 
was Field of Light, which was 
first exhibited at the V&A 
Museum, London in 2004, This 
is the second year that Bruce 
has worked with Waddesdon, 
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DATE 
15 November 2013 


HELD AT 
Waddesdon Manor, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire HP18 OJH 


PROGRAMME 
10am Welcome and coffee 
in the Glasshouse Cafe 


10.30am Demonstration on 
creating a centrepiece for the 
Christmas table 
12 noon Visit the Manor's East 
Wing decorated for Christmas 


1pm Lunch in the Manor 
Restaurant (two courses with 
glass of wine and coffee) 


2.30pm Talk from Bruce Munro 


3.30pm Tour of light 
installations in the gardens 
accompanied by Bruce Munro 
4.30pm Tea and cake in the 
Manor Restaurant, plus Bruce 
will sign copies of his new book 


dig in gardener’s notes 


Prolong the joy 


Colour may be fading and the days getting cooler, but now is the time to have 
some fun with scented fripperies that will brighten up the winter months 


LIALEENDERTZ 


Plant forced hyacinths 

It’s.a joy to be able to plant pretty, scented fripperies 
just as all the other gardening work becomes about 
earth and roots, Choose fat, glistening, pre-chilled or 
tre, tuck them. 


‘prepared’ hyacinths from the garden c« 
~ lips just showing — into compost in nice pots that you 
wouldn't mind having on your kitchen windowsill. 
Water and place somewhere dark and cool: a shed 
under a larger upturned pot is perfect. Keep them 
moist and after a couple of months they will be ready 
to bring out to fill your landing or kitchen with heady 
ese are highly bred and gaudy things and will 
never look naturalistic, and as such | favour verging- 


scent 


on-gaudy, purple-red Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Woodstock’ 


with deepest pink Jan Bos! 


Don’t panic with dahlias 

Dahlias may get hit by an eatly frost around now, and 
tum black and gruesome looking, but that’s allright. 
‘There’ litle point in ripping them out prematurely and 
missing their last glorious days in an anxious panic. 


PETRABORNER 


push it to the limit; the first frosts will do no harm. In 
fact I use the blackening as a call to action, only then 
lifting them gently, allowing the tubers to dry off, before 
brushing them completely free of soil and nestling them. 
into a bag of just-damp compost somewhere frost free 
for the winter. If you are the daring type and garden 
somewhere mild and freely draining you can just cut 
them down and mulch them and cross fingers for a 
‘mild winter, but that’s not for me and my clay. 


Order and plant hedges 

Serious business now. October is the time to put away 
childish things and to think about structure and 
backbone, the things you never notice unless they 
aren't there. I don't want tatty fences and views to 
next-door's broken garage door, | want walls of sleck 
dark yew, or perhaps of rusty hornbeam that bursts 
into lime green buds in spring, Evergreen hedging 
can be planted now, while the sol is hopefully warm 
and moist, and deciduous choices can be planted 
throughout winter, but order now. 0 


Other jobs 

Divide spring and 
early-summer flowering 
perennials and replant. 

This is generally a good 
time for laying new turf, 
or patching up scruffy 

bits of lawn with turf or seed. 
Cut winter squash and, 
pumpkins before the first 
frosts and leave them 

to cure ina sunny place for 
a few days, for best storage. 


As central heating comes 
on, houseplants dry out 
Group them together and 
place dishes of pebbles 

and water among them 
to,raise humidity. 

Ifyou are moving plants 
into the greenhouse, clean it 
out well first, making sure to 
evict all slugs and snails 
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How to 


PHOTOGRAPH 
WILDLIFE 


20 step-by-step 


ANEW SPECIAL EDITION 
ay THE MAKERS OF £799 


Wildlife 


and award- 

winning wildlife photographer 

present the ultimate guide 
to nature photography for all aspiring 
amateurs and enthusiastic shutterbugs. 
Step-by-step tutorials from the world’s 
top photographers will help transform 
your pictures, and teach you how to 
get the best results every time. 


PRE-ORDER NOW 


Uncover the secrets of amazing Learn from the experts, and Make the most of the photo 
animal and plant portraits through step-by-step guides opportunities on your doorstep 


Pre-order your copy today at 


Alternatively call 0844 844 0388 and quote WPGHAX13 


‘1 Now is the time to get out planting sprig bulbs. The De Wit hand 
snowdrop /ctocus bulb planter, £1799;and \Great Ditter trowel, 
£29.99, make light work of planting large and small bulbs in soifor 
grass with their sharp forged carbon steel blades, Bott from Crocus 
0844 557 2233, crocus.co.ukiWire trivets £6 eath from REO1434 
634567, re-foundobjects.com. Salvaged millbobbin with ball of 
‘marine’ twine £27.50 from Nutstene 01307 468589, niitscene.com 


dig in shop front 


Shades of autumn 


Embrace rich October tones with these 
stylish tools and accessories for autumnal 
¥ activities, whatever the weather 


PHOTOGRAPHS SEAN MALYON STYLING NIKI Goss. 


dig in shop front 


2 Perfect for slipping on to potter in the garden, 

“Sor tS protect your shoes on a muddy visit to an autumn 

show. these rubber ‘Mouillére’ overshoes are available in 

a choice of eight colgurs to co-ordinate with your outfit! 

€49 from M&Go +33 (0) 64 99 24 65, mymouillere.com. 

Use this soft red kneeler to take the strain when planting 
bulbs, and any mud can be hosed off afterwards, £24, 

from Sarah Raven 0845 092 0283, sarahraven.com. 

Autumnal-hued spotted and checked Merino lambswool 

theBws, £85 each from tindigo and Rose 01924 242799, 

© indigoandrose.co.uk. Industrial round wire basket 

(also seen in 6) £25 from Home Bam 01628 474011 

homebarnshop.co.uk. Wooden steps and crate stylist’s own, 
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3 Display colourful autumn hedgerow finds in this 
small lightbulb vase £3 from Home Barn (see 2). 

4 Wilderness’ greetings cards, nine designsin lovely 
autumnal colours featuring characterful illustrations of 
wid creatures by Jil White, £2.50 each from Rocket68 
rocket68.com. Vintage French vine secateurs £20 
from Home Barn (see 2). Allother items stylist's own, 

5 Smoke and green hyacinth forcer vases £10.50 each 
from Sarah Raven (see 2), turquoise vase (in centre) 
{£9.95 from Nkuku at Not On The High Street 0845, 
259135, notonthehighstreet.com/nkuku 

6 Keep your feet dry in style with the ‘Siimpack Riding 
Glow’ boots (left), an elegant riding boot shape in 
Jeather and vulcanised rubber with colourful heel 

detail, £90; for utimate warmth the 1964 PAC 2’ boots 
(right) will see you through the coldest and wettest 
weather, £125, both by Sorel 0808 234 0228, 
‘sorelfootwear.co.uk. Long-handled bulb planter 
£82.50 from the Great Dixter Shap 01797 254047, 
greatditershop.co.uk. Basket by Home Barn (see 2). 
Shot on location a Flowers by Passion near Bath, 
01225 859994, flowersbypassion.com 


Fuge range of g reenhouse 
dels from 


6x6 Package Deal 
Including 

Base 

1 Side of Staging 
1Side of Shelving | 
1 Autovent 
Package Deals 
available on all 
sizes 


Quality red cedar greenhouse ideal for smaller 
plots or as a feature glasshouse 


ONLY £1240.00 
+ FREE DELIVERY 


w house 


Upright Coldframe 
Including 

Staging 

Shelving 

Cedar Back 


Red cedar mini greenhouse which ONLY £499-00 
sits comfortably on a patio orterrace. + FREE DELIVERY 
RRE-EZ25.00 


To see our range of greenhouses, 
lean-to’s, and greenhouse related equipment visit 


www.greenhousebonanza.com 


Menton 


Mimosa and 
the Lemon 
Festival 


24 February — 3 March 2014 


Scents of mimosa and 
genista, trees laden with 
oranges and lemons. 
The atmospheric Lemon 
Festival combines with 
fascinating gardens created 
from terraced olive groves 
+ Small group 
fully guided 
+ Excellent hotel — 
fights/rain to Nice 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


ure 
fi Fired aver 


for-your Galen 


i 
‘Our versatile hand-made ovens allow you to entertain friends ahd family 
while cooking outdoors. Prepare 4 Sunday roast, smoke, barbecue or 
bake a wonderful tasting pizzd with-aprauthentlé wood flavourl 


Telephone: 01256 581014 
email: info@garden-oven.co.uk 
www.garden-oven.co.uk 


Garden Oven 
Company 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Free 30-day trial 


of the digital edition 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


PRING BL 
OMBINATION' 


Amust-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world's 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 


i Available on 


Rebs 


Have GARDENS ILLUSTRATED magazine 
delivered straight to your device 


When you take out a FREE 30-day trial* 
Simply return to homepage to subscribe 


*After your 30-day trial your subscription will continue at £2.99 per month 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Nee TA 


Sh C SCRCE UE! 


Hidden amid a field of corn is a magical extravaganza of clipped hedges 
and topiary creations that define ten fabulous garden rooms 


INE VAN HEININ LE PIETREK 


In brick 7 
Nant Tuinzonderndami=the "garden witout a name 
What Private gar€@h designed and managed by Ber. 
Where Liessel, provine®6t North Brabtht, the Nethiertahds. 
ize Half.an acre. 

Soil Poor, sandiVSoil, bub fertilised by decatesot manure 
spreading by lacal farmnersiiim 
Climate Can gét@oltetcold with f70sts. Fotmnerly, 

_ completly exposed'dufing winter, when the-erop 
iGh surrounding Telds Was harvested, but Has tow 
een protetted with hedges. Rainfall bélow average 
Points of interest Tén distinctive garden rooms make 
tlie,est Usef the limited space available. Strong 


efipliesis on symriBtiy and lines of sight. 
Pa ve 


ASix-tier topiary Yew at the far end of formal 
‘Tamus Garden’ orfinatés this View fromthe 
garden trance. Froth bulFstSoF Sediam 
‘Matra’ tall stems of Persicaria afnpletieatlis 
‘Rosea’ and delicate tasels of Sangufsorba 
tenuifolia Pink Eleptidnt ‘create@'¢reamy” 
Walkway through the Pink Gafden 


By 
S 
& 
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This is a§ 


clear vision 


if is stunnin 


f you decide to visit Frank Thuyls’s 
wonderful garden in say October, and the 
farmer who owns the surrounding field has 
decided to plant corn, which he often does, 
you may have some trouble finding it. Tall 
stalks of corn so completely surround the 
tiny house, built during the Second World 
War by the Germans as an anti-aircraft 
battery, that it is completely hidden. But once 
you have found it, you are in for a treat. 
When Frank and his late partner, 
Pierre van Kol, were pondering on a name 


for their garden, they decided on the modest 
Tuinzondernaam or garden without a name. 
Yet this garden does not need to hide itself 
away. It has a clear vision: bold, and quite 
stunningly beautiful. 

Things were very different, when Pierre 
years 
ago. It came with barely 400 square metres of 
land where 20 firs and ten birches were 
hiding the old gun battery from view. The firs 
and all but one of the birches got the chop 
and Pierre and Frank, who joined Pierre six 
years later, started to transform the place, 
renting some more land from the farmer and 
expanding the garden to its current half an 
acre, While the soil in the Peel region of 
North Brabant is generally poor, this sandy 
plot had been fertilised by decades of manure 
spreading by local dairy farmers. 

Pierre and Frank planted saplings, such 
as Populus alba, Sorbus and Prunus padus, 
which grew to massive proportions within 


decided to rent the house more than 


Top left An urn containing a magnificent Convolvulus 
cneorum is the centrepiece of the ‘Formal Taxus Garden! 
Top right A striking Amaranthus hypochondriacus draws 
the eye towards a sundial in the ‘Burgundy Garden’ 
Bottom left A joyful burst of Hibiscus syriacus ‘Oiseau Bleu 
sets the tone for the ‘Blue/Cream Garden! 


Bottom right Watched over by four statues, the urn at the 
centre of the serene Rose Garden’ holds Pierre's ashes, 
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Topiary garden rooms 


“Tn 1992, we visited 
Ineke Greve’s garden in 
Heerlen. It was an 

epiphany. Garde 


1 rooms!” 
rooms. 


years. “We laid lots of ‘romantic’ paths, 
built far too many ‘cute’ sheds. .. It was a 
mess,’ recalls Frank. “In 1992, we visited 
Ineke Greve’s garden in Heerlen. It was an 
epiphany, Garden rooms! We had to have 
garden rooms, So we took everything out 
and started again. Our new plan drew on the 
outlines of the house, basically extending the 
walls using yew and beech hedges, with a 
strong emphasis on symmetry and lines of 
sight. We started at the back and worked our 
way to the front, ending up with ten garden 
rooms, each with its own character and 
defined by a different colour.” 

In spring and summer the romantic 
‘Pink Garden’ is awash with alliums, phlox 
and pers 
decidedly formal: a topiary parterre out of 


-aria, While the next room is 


‘Taxus baccata, whose compartments are filled 
with white and blue-flowering plants, 
complemented by Stachys byzantina Big 

Ears’ A path edged with Limonium latifolium, 
Sedum ‘Matrona’ and Panicum virgatum 
‘Heavy Metal’ leads into the ‘Burgundy 


‘Royal Purple, Angelica sylvestris'Vicar's 
Mead’ and a circle of Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘Nigrescens’ around a sundial, set the tone. 
‘Turning the corner, along the 
northeastern side of the plot, you find 
yourself in more relaxed surroundings. 
‘A bark path meanders through woodland, 
where Black False Hellebore ( Veratrum 
nigrum), Thalictrum, ferns and elephants 
cars grow in the dappled shade of a row of 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ The path leads 
to an arbour, Frank looks at the adjacent 
pond and smiles. “Earlier this year, one visitor 
was admiring the Wisteria floribunda Rosea’ 
covering the arbour. She stepped back for a 
better view and fell headlong into the pond.” 
‘Turn right again and a rose garden 
beckons. By this time of year, most of the 


Right Towards the Woodland Garden’ Alum 
tuberosum and Verbena bonariensis dance above 
seas of Hakontechloa macra. In the distance, pink 

clouds of Eupatorium maculatum Atropurpureum 
Group stand out against 20-year-old Taxus pillars 
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> blooms of Rosa Bonica (=‘Meidomonac’) 
are gone and the garden has returned to its 
bare but beautiful box bones. The serenity 
befits the garden’s emotions: a Haddonstone 
vase holds the urn with Pierre's ashes and a 
wooden bench carries a loving inscription in 
memory of him. “That's one of the many 
ideas we got from garden visits to the UK,” 
says Frank. “All those benches everywhere, 
with inscriptions. Such a lovely idea.” 

Since Pierre's death, eight years ago, 
Frank has hardly changed the garden. The 
fiery ‘Hot Garden, the classic ‘Kitchen 
Garden, the ‘Four Borders Garden, the 
‘Yellow Garden’ just like in the other rooms 
their layout and planting schemes have 
remained basically the same, but the upkeep 
alone is a task of Herculean proportions. 
Amazingly, Frank does it all on his own. “It's 
about perfecting and maintaining what 
Pierre and I created together.” Creating the 


garden took enormous dedication and, above 
all, patience, for Mother Nature cannot be 
forced. Nor, to Frank's dismay, can wildlife. 
Gardening in the middle of a cornfield poses 
its challenges, in the form of a deluge of field 
mice and rabbits. Despite Frank's best efforts 
they've got the run of the place. “When I'm 
sitting at the window drinking my morning 
coffee, I can see them coming in, rubbing 
their tiny paws with glee.‘What shall we 
destroy today? Let's go for the dahlias.” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

‘Address Tuinzondernaam, Astensedreet 3, 
5757 SJ Liessel, the Netherlands. 

Tel +31 (0)493 34 25 52. 

Website tuinzondernaam.ni 

‘Open Check website for dates or contact 
tuinzondernaam@planet.ni, admittance 
€6.50 including coffee/tea and slice of ‘viaai: 


FRANK’S TIPS FOR CREATING PERFECT GARDEN ROOMS 


1Use the basic lay-out of your house as your starting point. Draw an outline of your 
house and the plot it stands on. Extend the lines of the house's outer walls and of inside 
walls that separate the rooms — provided those rooms have a view of the garden - towards 
the edges of your plot. f you plant hedges along those lines you will create the effect that 
each room of your house has a garden room ‘built on to it: 

2.Add a focal point — urn, statue, mirror, sundial — at the end of each axis. 

3Use a different, fairly monochromatic, colour scheme for each garden room. 

This will create an exciting surprise effect when you walk from one room into the next. 

4.Be aware that garden rooms with (tall) hedges may pose problems when it comes to 
symmetry in planting. A garden room may be sunny on one side and shady on the opposite. 
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of Frank’s favourite 
plants at Tuinzondernaam 


1 Sedum ‘Matrona’ 

Abeautiful, late-flowering sedum whose 
leaves have a striking colour. However, its 
red stems tend to’ flop over’ once it 
reaches its peak of approx 50cm, AGM", 
RHS H7, USDA 3b-9b'. 


2. Convolvulus cneorum 

Although you can use it ina border, the 
fact it is not fully hardy makes it more 
‘suitable as a container plant. Its silvery 
leaves glitter in the sunshine, 45-50cm, 
AGM. RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b, 


3 Amaranthus hypochondriacus 
Tall, bushy and showy. What else can you 
expect from an American native? 60cm. 


4 Hydrangea aspera subsp. sargentiana 
Easy to grow and itjust keeps on 
flowering, This hydrangea does not need 
much work: minimal pruning in spring to 
remove dead and over-long stems. 
2.5-4m, RHS H3, USDA 3a-8a. 


5 Taxus baccata 

Taxus baccata is indigenous to the 
Netherlands so it looks and feels at home, 
Itis almost impossible to kill off. You can 
really go to town with your pruning shears. 
Grows to more than 12m, AGM. RHS H6, 
USDA 5b-8b. 


6 Clerodendrum bungei 

The least hardy species, but definitely 
doable. The shiny leaves change 
colour and smell of peanut butter. 
18m. USDA 7a-1. 


7 Berberis thunbergii f. atropurpurea 
‘Atropurpurea Nana’ 

People tend to overlook Berberis, but itis 
perfect for topiary. This variety grows 
naturally into a ball shape anyway. 50cm. 
‘AGM. RHS H7. 


8 Allium tuberosum 

One of its common names is Chinese 
chives, but it tastes — and smells - more 
like garlic. na warm, secluded spot it may 
remain green all year round. It's grown 
here alongside lilac Verbena bonariensis, 
which is perfect for' weaving’ through 
other plants. 50cm. RHS H3, USDA 4a-8b. 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available, 


Topiary garden rooms 


= 
Name Sp. " Plants Nursery 
wi al 


small nursery miraculously Ctagamed with 
exquisitely gown, well-dis ender andi - 
perent ind herbaceot ‘kery plarits. 
Where Tucked away in jold 
just north of Bath. ¥ 
Size “I've absolutely no idea. We could 
Climate Above average sun; average rainfall 
Sheltered from extremes of weather apart from an 
‘occasionally devilish southwest wind. 
Compost Derry uses around 20 per cent peatiin her 
‘own special blend of patting compost — “the 
compost expertsall think 2" 
Points of interest Plant F designers er 
and committed gardeners a 


Specialist nursery 


(One small corner of the nu 

Where Rudbeckia triloba’ aie 
R_ maxima tangle with tall spire 
ICleome spinosa "Helen Cat 


A bittle bit special 


What began as a means for Derry Watkins to offload 
an excess of plants has grown into a nursery bursting 
with an eclectic and wonderful array of delights 


WORDS CAMILLA SWIFT PHOTOGRAPHS REBECCA BERNSTEIN 


‘erry Watkins isa plantaholic, Her 
nursery, Special Plants, is pertinently named: 
“I grow plants I love at the moment," she 
says. “Anything that takes my fancy, anything 
I'm crazy about.” Stock plants enticingly 
marked ‘not for sale’ jostle with neatly potted 
seedlings that are. The labelling is witty: 
Tutankhamun's pea — found in his tomb, 
Viola ‘Irish Molly’ — can flower 
herself to death, Thalictrum ‘Splendide’ — 
T. delavayi on steroids. You want a quarter of 
just about everything in this horticultural 
sweet shop, which bursts with intoxicating 
colour, variety and plants even an expert 
gardener may not recognise. This is not the 
place to go plant hunting with a small car. 
Derry is an ebullient American string 
bean with an infectious seal-bark laugh. Her 
mother and grandmother were both fanatical 
about gardening, so as a child, naturally, she 
hated it. Then she went to Ireland to take 
photographs for a film she had written on 
Yeats, and rented a primitive cottage with a 
forsaken garden. The genes kicked in. She 
stopped taking photographs, spent the 
summer rescuing plants and returned to the 
USA, obsessed with growing things. There 
she set up a biodynamic vegetable garden 
and met the English architect Peter Clegg. 
She married him and they came to England 
toa house with an acre and a half of land. 
“But I didn’t want an acre and a half of veg.” 
she says, so she started gardening. They built 
the dream greenhouse, stretching the entire 


length of a south-facing wall, half buried and 
‘opening straight into the house “never too 
hot, never too cold. It was perfect. Oh, how I 
loved that greenhouse.” And that’s where her 
passion for tender plants took hold, 

She started her nursery 25 years ago. “I 
couldn't help myself” she says. “I grew too 
many plants. I had to get rid of them 
somehow.” She toyed with the idea of annuals 
but why have one month of colour when you 
can have five? Tender plants are just more 
beautiful, she says, they bloom far longer 
than their hardy cousins and their foliage is 
more interesting, She is, she claims, an 
unsophisticated, vulgar gardener, who just 
adores flowers and colour: “Especially bruised 
colours, purpley muddy grey, like rotting 
meat.” Her perpetual quest for new plants is 
obsessive. She'll search everywhere, other 
people's gardens, supermarkets, roadsides and 
cout in the wilds abroad. South Africa is a 
particular favourite, so much of it still 
botanically unmapped. Determined to find a 
plant-free holiday she went to Nepal in winter 
(she and Peter like mountain walking) yet still 
managed to come back with some interesting 
seeds. “T'll collect seed with no idea whether 
it's worth growing. I just grow it on for a year 
or two and find out.” If she went on a cruise 
she'd probably unearth something enthralling 
in the salad. “I can't keep my hands off plants, 
Tm addicted and greedy” 

Ona recent expedition to Turkey with 
nurseryman Bob Brown, she was thrilled > 
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You want a quarter of just about everything 
i J ) g 

in this horticultural sweet shop. This is not the 
place to go plant hunting with a small car 


to find a new umbek: glaucosciadium 
cordifolium with insignificant flowers, but 
fabulous blue-grey 

While she loves collecting, cleaning and 

selling seeds, she’s far too impatient to grow 
them. What she lives for is taking cuttings. 
“The total magic of those little roots 
appearing after ten days, then a sturdy little 
seedling,” She takes 
cuttings from April to October, potting them 


plant not a weed) 


up in her specially mixed compost with a 
good, slow-release fertiliser and hand waters 


them all. Hand watering, she says, makes you 
take notice of your plants. This summer she 
reckons she would have spent nine hours a 
day watering if she'd been on her own: “It 
was like the Forth Bridge.” Luckily, she has 
“dozens” of willing part-time helpers; the 
equivalent of about five full-time staff in the 
summer for the nursery, the garden and the 
office together, reduced to one in winter. 
Ninety per cent of the plants she sells 
come from her greenhouse or the garden. 
They are constantly evolving, “I get easily 
bored,” she says, “I'm very unfaithful. Actually 
” She will chuck perfectly good 
plants out of her garden because they bore 
her. Rather than gardening heroes it is books 
that have truly inspired her, in particular, 
Eleanor Perenyi's Green Thoughts, The 
Gardening Year by Karel Capek, and Michael 
Pollan’s Second Nature—“Ilove a gardening 


T'm ruthless 


book that doesn't tell you how but why.” she 
says. But she only ever gets to read on holiday, 
because while there are alluring new plants 
still to discover the indefatigable Derry 
Watkins will ne 
+ Turn the page for a selection of Derry’s 


er rest. 0 


favourite plants 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Special Plants, Greenways Lane, Cold Ashton, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire SN14 BLA. 

Tel 01225 891686. 

Website specialplants.net 

Open Nursery: 10am-Spm. March - October. 
Derry’s garden is also open: Llam-Spm, 
(Tuesdays April - mid-October), Tuesday and 
Wednesday (July - September). NGS opening 
third Thursday of the month, June - October. 
Groups of six or more welcome on other days 
by arrangement. £4.50 (£25 for season ticket), 


Find out more about Derry Watkin’s 
favourite plants when she takes over our 
Nurseryman's Favourites series, starting 
inthe February 2014 issue 


READER TOUR 
Special Plants is one of the locations 

We'll be visiting on the five-day GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED reader tour of Somerset gardens 
in June 2014. See page 8 for more details 


1 Derry Watkins with the tools of her trade in the greenhouse devoted to her beloved tender perennials. 


2 Small rusted figures dance among grasses and the purple caster oil plant Ricinus communis ‘New 
Zealand Black’ with their “good bruised colours" favoured by Derry. 


3 The nursery's entrance where a loose tapestry of Rudbeckiatriloba, Actaea simplex ‘Pink Spike 


and Cautleya spicata entices you in. 


4 Allium senescens is just one of ten different types of alliu 
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sds available at Special Plants. 


Specialist nursery 


ihe 9! ae ie 
. Seeds available 
of these plants 


- 


of Derry’ 


favourite plants 


1 Polygala x dalmaisiana 
Compact evergreen tender shrub that 
flowers year round in the greenhouse. 
Charming pink flowers look like little 
sweet peas with white beards, pretty 
grey-green foliage. Good for greenhouses. 
1.5m, AGM" RHS H2, USDA 9b‘ 


2.Xerochrysum bracteatum 
‘Dargan Hill Monarch’ 

Big golden yellow shiny flowers like 
everlastings sit above stout stems and 
large, greyish green leaves. Tender. 60cm, 


3 Coronilla valentina subsp. 

glauca ‘Citrina’ AGM 

Narcissi-scented pale yellow pea flowers 
principally in winter and spring: glaucous 
leaves. Prefers well-drained soil in full sun. 
Borderline hardy perennial. Good for 
coastal and windy gardens. 

60cm. AGM. RHS H4. 


4 Amicia zygomeris 

Weird but beautiful folded leaves, lange 
purple stipules, undistinguished yellow 
pea flowers, tall and unearthly. Prefers sun 
and good drainage, borderline hardy. 
2.5m, RHS H2, USDA 7b. 


5 Lobelia x speciosa ‘Hadspen Purple’ 
Brilliant purple flowers in August, likes 
moist rich soil, winter mulch. 90cm. 


6 Anemone hupehensis f. alba 

Most beautiful Chinese anemone | know, 
originally wild collected. Pure white, very 
round flower with purple-flushed reverse, 
Blooms September. Not invasive. 90cm. 


7 Hedysarum coronarium 
The French honeysuckle is neither French 
nor a honeysuckle. Big bright-red 
clover-lke flowers above handsome 
leaves, Needs sun and good drainage 
Short-lived, but easy. 

60-90cm, USDA 4a-9b, 


8 Salvia ‘Amistad’ 
Anew hybrid with deep purple flowers 


and black calyces. Flowers from May until 
November. Borderline hardy. 1.2m. 


9 Pericallis lanata 
(formerly Senecio heritieri) 

Tiny creeping plant with silver leaves and 
mauve flowers. Grows at 200-600m on 
cliffs and walls in south Tenerife. Flowers 
winter to spring. Tender. 5-10em, 


Specialist nursery 


10 Saxifraga ‘Rubrifolia’(fortunei) 
One of the best, iflttie known, saxifrages. 
Starry white flowers froth out from 
scalloped, bronzy-red leaves in late 
autumn. Good for gloomy shade. 
15-30cm, USDA 6a-8b. 


11 Salvia splendens ‘Jimi's Good Red’ 
Bright red, early blooming. 90cm. 

12 Dahlia merckii 

Single lavender flowers on Im stems. 
Graceful. Likes sun and good drainage. 
Hardy perennial. 


Derry’s top tips 


1 Gravel Make it really deep (15-20cm). 
Thin layers of stones will encourage every 
‘self-seeder for miles. 

2 Florist's scissors are a must-have 
gardening tool. The pointed ends are 
much better for weeding than a trowel 

3 Plastic pots inside terracotta. 

It's easier to move plants around and 

they retain the water. 

4 Don't grow anything you don't like. 

You look after the things you love better. 

5 Stake early, Use metal rings followed by 
hazel twigs. If the centre of the plant is, 
stable it won't fall over. Your borders might 
briefly resemble a field of metallic crop 
circles, but they'll be quickly covered. 

6 Chelsea chop. Carry out this vital prune 
for most plants in mid May. 

7 Large plants ina small space. Plant 
allot of whatever it is. Make it big 

and punchy. 

8 To get height and drama from annuals, 
sow in September and overwinter ina 
frost-free position. Planted out in April 
they'll be monsters by June. 

‘9 With forethought and a sharp knife in 
September propagate all the tender 
perennials you want for the following year. 
10 Whenever you pass a plant pull 

off a dead leat. That together with good 
ventilation helps prevent mould, 

11 Never let the garden get ahead of 
you. Cut hard back before the last flowers. 
Have something lined up to fill any holes. 
12 Remember, weeding is a pleasure 
when titivating; a drag when rescuing. 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


"Tolcompensate for the gardan’ 
steep slope, designer Andre N_\7 
vain: Wasserihove erdatad a. 
seri6s of small fetfaices, Sdged 
Withrerisp walls of yew. 


In brief 

What The private garden of a modert 
architect-builf house, 

Where Tielt, innorth Belgium. 

Size 3500 square metres 

Soil Slightly aéidic, 

Climate Mild and damp: 

Points of interest Designed and 
built by the late Andre varr 
Wassenhove, one of Belgium's best 
known garden designers, 


Designer garden 


Using crisp, clean lines of box and yew, the late designer 
Andre van Wassenhove has created a verdant garden of 
serene beauty to match its house's sleek architecture 


LIALEENDERTZ 


) 


‘n stepping through the door of Luc 
and Roos Pollets’ north Belgium home, 
the garden appears straight ahead like a 
gleaming green fourth wall. The house 
was built by a local architect in 1974 and 
is sleck and bold, with the far wall almost 
entirely made of glass. On an overcast, 
slightly damp day, the garden glows and 
The 
,” says Luc, 


¢ glass could almost be emerald. “ 


garden suits the weather hei 
glancing skyward, and it is true that a 
place that depends so heavily on the subtle 


differences between crisp blocks of yew, 


box and lawn would fail in heat and stark 
light. It is a garden for drizale. 

The slick finish belies the garden's slow 
and careful creation. It has the sharpness 
and sw: 
designed incrementally, through visit after 


ger of a show garden and yet was 


visit, over the course of a year. Its designer 
was the late Andre van Wassenhove, the 
celebrated Belgian garden designer and 
creator of a garden for Belgium’s queen. 
“Andre never came here and said: “We'll 
put this here, 
down all that,” says Luc. “No, he walked, 
he looked, he considered, he did little 
things then returned and saw how they 


worked. He worked in a special way? 
Perhaps as a result of Belgium's 

famously flat landscape, this was the 

first garden Andre had worked on that 

sloped upwards from the house. “And it is 

an awkward slope,” says Roos. “It’s steeper 

on the left, and the wall curls in on both 


MARIANNE MAJERUS 


side: 


creating three shallow terraces ~ hence the 


ndre solved the problem by 


window-filling view — and using hedging 
as imaginary retaining walls. There are no 
walls other than the original tile-topped 
garden wall, which Andre asked them to 
restore, but between each terrace Andre 
planted double rows of yew, with those at 
the back shorter than at the front. Over the 
years they have been clipped into a form as 
visually solid as brick. 

Next to the house this formality of 


hedge and lawn rules —“I never see a weed 


when I'm looking from the house,” says a 
pleased Roos — but further out Andre 
created a number of borders that he filled 
with different groupings of plants. One 
contains alliums, hostas and tiarella, 


another verbascum, 


dum and rodgersia. 
The majority of the plants are in pale 
colours, onc of the few steers the couple 
gave Andre, as Roos is particularly fond of 
whites and pastels. “We didn’t ask for 


” says Luc. We just said ‘make us a 
beautiful garden? He was an artist, we 


wanted to give him carte blanche 


Andre was particularly careful when it 


came to the removal of trees. “Before, this 
garden was uncultivated,” says Roos. 
“There were many trees but they were not 
lovely. But Andre would cut one then wait, 
cut another then wait. He wanted to keep 
that privacy.” The garden is bang in the 
centre of town, 50m from the main market 


and surrounded on all sides by houses, 


It has the sharpness and swagger of a show 


garden yet it grew increm 


after visit, over the course of ay 


> but there is no sense of this, the original 
trees help to create a hidden world. The 
formality of the garden dissolves almost 
completely at its furthest reaches, 
turning into a woodland garden with 
an understory of choice woodland 
plants, Rhododendron, Hamamelis, 
Enkianthus and Kalmia, 

Maintenance is important here, and 
while Luc takes care of the lawn, Andre's 
son Wim visits twice a year to trim the 
hedges, using his father’s laser guide to 
keep the hedges crisp and sharp. Itis a link 
back to Andre that the Pollets clearly 
cherish, “No one else could do it right,” 
says Luc. “It has to be Wim.” 

‘The couple have lovingly preserved the 
plans and planting lists Andre made for 
them — cach typed out on wafer-thin 
paper on an old-fashioned typewriter — 
and they produce them proudly. Their 
affection for him is clear and touching, 


and their faces light up when they talk 
about him. “He was a special man,” says 
Roos, “simple and unpretentious. All 
women loved him.” She tells of how he was 
as happy doing manual work as designing, 
and often worked alongside her. “He is 
always there with me now when I weed the 
borders and care for the garden,” she says. 
Andre also gave Luc and Roos one 
very clear instruction for their garden: 
“He told us we should walk in the garden 
every day,” says Luc. “He knew we 
were not really gardeners but he said 
our part was to walk around it and 
to look at it every day. He set out the 
beautiful paths made of thousands 
of little bricks just so we could, and so 
that’s exactly what we do. Every day.” 
Luc and Roos have no plans to 
make any changes. “Why would we?” 
asks Roos. “It is complete. We just like 
p it exactly as Andre created it.” o 


How to create seasonal colour in an evergreen garden 


+ Create pockets of seasonal colour that will light up at different times of the year and then 
fade back to green. Andre used a block of Liriope towards the woodland part of the garden, 
which flowers in spring, but provides good green leaf the rest of the year. 


+ Keep colours subtle and pale. Andre kept to a palette of mostly pastels and whites, including 
salmony pink sedums in borders and tubs of palest pink Hydrangea aspera subsp. sargentiana 
on the terrace at the far end of the garden 


+ Stick to blocks of perennials rather than a mix of plants. Andre created a large rectangle of 
Epimedium to separate the lawn from the box hedge. Its a sea of green for most of the year 
but erupts into flower in spring and leaf colour in autumn while hedge and lawn stay constant. 


+ Choose trees and shrubs for their colour. Andre planted a beautiful Catalpa bignonioides 
‘Aurea’ outside the house and dotted Parrotia persica, Liquidambar, Cornus kousa and 
Cercidiphyllum around the perimeter. Most produce spectacular red, yellow and orange leaves 
in autumn, while the Cornus kousa bears large white flowers in spring. 


Top left Andre built in several seating areas, from which Luc and Roos could enjoy their garden. 
Top right A bench Andre designed especially for the garden nestles into a yew alcove. 

Bottom left Towards the edge of the garden, borders have softened to something approaching 
naturalistic over time as plants have seeded themselves from elsewhere in the garden 

Bottom right Closer to the house, the green geometry is termpered with highlights of colour 
including Sedum spectabile, and on the patio a pale pink Hydrangea aspera subsp. sargentiana 
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SHttinteUlatstes 


The Asteraceae family is renowned for its daisy-like 
stars.Add to these some less recognised members,and 


you haveaigreat selection ofiplants for autumneolour 


DSNOEL KINGSBURY PH RAPHS ANNAIGRIGUITTENY 


for the late Wolfgan Ochi, whose 
dramatic plantings in Washington DC 
did much to change attitudes to using 
perennials ona large scale. 

60cm, AGM* RHS H7, USDA 3a 


Noél Kingsbury 
isa designer and 
writer, whose 
garden on the 
Welsh borders 
reflects his 
passion for 
wild-style planting, 


“Holds an Award 
of Garden Merit 
fromthe Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
Hardiness ratings 
given where available 


plant profile autumn daisies 


yolution has scattered plant families 

unevenly around the world. The early 

summer froth of cow parsley, which 
together with its innumerable relatives lines 
so many of Britain's country roads, is not 
repeated anywhere else, while on a tiny strip 
of South African Cape you'll find 700 
heathers. In North America, meanwhile, east 
of the Great Plains, evolution went daisy 
crazy. Early plant hunters recognised the 
garden value of the vast number of these 
late-flowering and vigorous plants, and 
soon brought them back across the Atlantic 
to take up residence in our gardens. 

During the great age of the herbaceous 
border at the turn of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, breeders in Britain, Germany 
and the Netherlands got to work on these 
colourful perennials that have been a 
mainstay of our gardens ever since. In recent 
years North American gardeners have turned 
with enthusiasm to their own flora, so now 
we are seeing another wave of late daisy 
-s and cultivars crossing the pond. 

The daisy family, Compositae or 
Asteraceae, is one of the largest families of 
flowering plants. Although some species vary 
greatly from the traditional image of a daisy, 
they all share one main characteristic: each 


flowethead is composed of not one but 
hundreds of individual florets, In the familiar 
daisy pattern, the outer florets have a single 
huge petal, which contributes to the rays of 
the flowerhead. Some lack these ray florets, so 
present a smaller fuzzy flower head, as in the 
goldenrods — Solidago. Of the family’s many 
North American genera, some such as Aster 
and Solidago are large enough to merit, 
looking at alone, but there are many others, 
and it is some of those we look at here. Some 
have a long history in cultivation, but we are 
only just learning about others. 

Helianthus (sunflowers) is a good place to 
start, and also a good place to acknowledge 
some of the drawbacks of the late-summer 
daisies: a few run aggressively, and there are 
an awful lot of species with identical hard 
golden-yellow flowers. There are two 
exceptions though:‘Lemon Queen’ which > 


> just has to be one of the best new 
perennials of the past quarter century, and 
‘Sheila's Sunshine’ the former a lovely pale 
yellow, the latter the nearest thing to that 
greeny-yellow of the primrose I have ever 
seen. Both spread, but with decorum. 

‘Adda dark eye and you get Rudbeckia, 
the black-eyed Susans. R. fulgida 
‘Goldsturm is one of the most planted 
of all late perennials, but there are many 
others, including all the cultivars 
descended from R. hirta, generally sold as 
annuals, but often persisting for a year or 
two longer, Take the yellow daisy and add 
along stem and tough, almost sandpaper 
texture leaves, and you get Silphium, a 
genus of very long-lived prairie plants with 
massive deep-questing root systems. 
Looking for the huge divided leaves of 
S. laciniatum with the sun behind them 
is one of the joys of driving alongside 
country roads in the midwest. 

Of the daisies that don't look like 
daisies, Eupatorium maculatum 
(Atropurpurcum Group) has a long 
history as a back-of-the-border plant with 
a magical ability to draw butterflies. This 
name is being discarded in favour of 
a complex latin soup of names, partly 
reflecting the much bigger gene pool we 
now have. An easier more colloquial name 
to remember is Joe-Pye weed’ a name that 
probably derives from Joe Pye, a Native 
American healer in Massachusetts, who 
used the plant to treat fevers. Many 
gardeners consider it too tall for gardens, 
but recent selective breeding has 
concentrated on producing shorter, 
bushier forms, that often have richer 
coloured flowers and dark stems, 

Many of the plant memories from my 
first visit to the USA, back in 1992, are of 
daisies, in particular the combination of 
yellow with violety purple that could be 
spotted along country backroads, One 
genus in particular with the latter colour 
stood out, for its sheer unfamiliarity as 
much as for its striking good looks: 
Vernonia, the ironweeds. Then unknown 
here in the UK, these very late flowering 
plants with dark leaves and vibrant 
flowerheads atop very tall stems, are now 
creeping into more and more gardens. We 
can be sure that we will see more of them, 
and many more formerly obscure, late 
daisies in our gardens in the future.) 

+ Noél's pick of autumn daisies continues 
over the next six pages, 


50 


RUDBECKIA TRILOBA ‘PRAIRIE GLOW’ 


A form of this free-flowering species with 


orangey flowers from early autumn onwards, 


Short-lived but easy from seed. 
1.8m. USDA 3a-10b. 


HELIOPSIS HELIANTHOIDES VAR. 
‘SCABRA ‘SUMMER NIGHTS’ 

Abold yellow daisy that can flower for two 
months plus, especially if dead-headed. 
The flowers last well when cut too. 

12m. USDA 4a-9b. 


‘SILPHIUM LACINIATUM 

immensely tall flower spikes, with the main 
feature being the huge, deeply divided 
leathery leaves — quite unique among 
perennials, 45-60cm, USDA Zone 3a-9b. 
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RUDBECKIA TRILOBA 
Aplant that perhaps flowers itself to death, 
with vast numbers of dark-centred blooms 
produced from late summer. Many forms 
have blunter ends and a more compact flower. 
60-90cm. AGM. USDA 3a10b. 


plant profile autumn daisies 


RATIBIDA PINNATA 

Attractively pale flowers, with divided foliage, 
good on clay but unfortunately short-lived. 
38-45cm. USDA 3a-10b. 


LEUCANTHEMELLA SEROTINA 
From damp spots on the Hungarian 
steppe, this can be the last flower 
in the garden to be in bloom 
12:1.8m. AGM, USDA 4a-9b. 


COREOPSIS VERTICILLATA ‘ZAGREB’ 
Coreopsis are very useful garden plants for 
their compact habit and drought tolerance, 
flowering from mid to late summer. Their 
finely divided foliage is distinctive too. 
45-60cm, AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


EUPATORIUM CANNABINUM 
F.ALBIFLORUM 

The only British native in this group worth 
growing, flowering mid to late summer, and 
like all Eupatorium, a first-rate butterfly plant. 
1.2m. USDA5a-9b. 


AGERATINA ALTISSIMA ‘BRAUNLAUB' 
Areliably long-lived plant, immensely useful 
for bringing light to shady places in mid to late 
autumn. Dark leaves in early summer an 
added attraction. Im, USDA 4a-9b. 


HELIANTHUS ‘LEMON QUEEN’ 
Pale yellow flowers from late summer 
tomid autumn set this one apart. Forms 
assolid slowly expanding clump. Tidily 
upright and rarely needs support. 
1.2-1.8m. AGM.USDA 3a-8b. 


plant profile autumn daisies 


Cultivation 


+ Late daisies like sun, as well as 
reasonably fertile and moist soils, 
Most can cope with lower fertility, 
some drought and some seasonal 
waterlogging, but not a lack of sun — 
at least not in northern Europe, There 
isa long history of growing these 
plants far north of their natural home, 
which shows how adaptable they are, 
but also how they can benefit from. 
the long summer days of northerly 
latitudes. Further south in Europe, 
some plants, especially shorter ones, 
will tolerate light shade. The very latest 
flowering species, all the Vernonia for 
example, may not be so successful in 
‘cool summer climates, especially if 
there is any risk of early frost, as their 
flowers emerge too late in the season. 
+ Broadly speaking, there are two 
growth categories: rapid growing 
species with moderately large root 
systems, all the classic yellow daisies, 
minus Silphium; anda slower-growing 
group with extensive, often radial, root 
systems, most Eupatorium, Sifphium 
and Vernonia, The superb engineering 
of the roots of the latter group, means 
mature plants of these tallest of hardy 
perennials do not need staking; | have 
a Eupatorium fistulosum from North 
Carolina that grows regularly to 3.5m. 
Inthe ‘rapid’ group, plants over 1.5m 
may need staking in windier gardens. 

+ Plants will survive and flourish for 
many years with minimal care, the 
only tasks being slug control (see next 
page) and cutting back in late autumn 
or winter, Most of the rapid-growing 
group do not look that good as winter 
structure plants, especially in places 
with wet and windy autumn climates; 
the slow-growing group can make 
strong winter silhouette plants, and 
be cut down later. 

+ All spread to form clumps, but at 
very different rates. A few Helianthus 
seem set on world domination but 
they are rarely sold, Faster-spreading 
species may out-compete less 
vigorous border plants in their vicinity 
and need occasional thinning. 

+ The height of some species may 
bea problem in smaller gardens, 

but Tracy DiSabato-Aust in Ohio has 
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shown that by lightly pruning back 
plants in early summer you can reduce 
height, improve shape and achieve a 
better display of flowers, 


Pests and diseases 


+ Possibly because most of the group 
are native to areas of high summer 
humidity, they have good natural 
defences and seem remarkably 
disease free. Slugs and snails, on the 
other hand, can do appalling damage, 
especially in cold wet springs. The 
‘slow’ group are especially vulnerable. 
Surrounding the crowns of plants 
with sharp grit is probably the best 
long-term method of protection. 


Propagation 

+ The ‘rapid! group are easily divided in 
tthe winter dormant period: the slow 
group can be divided, but radial roots will 
need severing and you'll need to cut into 
the crown witha pruning saw. Hee! 
cuttings, where shoots are pulled away 
from the crown in spring, are also easy. 
and you can take stem cuttings of some 
species in late spring to early summer. 


Combinations 


+ Grasses are the natural companions 
tomost of these plants, but since 

late daisies are by definition late, 
complementary earlier flowering 
perennials are needed — Astrantia. 
Geranium and Phlox combine well 
Small spring bulbs, such as snowdrops 
and smaller narcissi, can be scattered 
liberally among perennial clumps too. 


Where to see and buy 
+ Dove Cottage 
Shibden Hall Road, Halifax 
West Yorkshire HX3 9XA. 
Tel 01422 203553, 
dovecottagenursery.co.uk 


+ Hopley's Plants 
High Street, Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG1O 6BU. 

Tel 01279 842509, hopleys.co.uk 


+ Phoenix Perennial Plants 
Paice Lane, Medstead, Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 5PR. 
Tel 01420 560695 (call before visit) 


VERNONIA ARKANSANA 

A good late nectar source for insects, 
ironweeds' are the prairie's swan song 
before winter. Stiffly upright with good 
foliage - an excellent structure plant. 
1.8m, USDA Sa-8b, 


EUPATORIUM MACULATUM 
(ATROPURPUREUM GROUP) 

“PURPLE BUSH’ 

Ashorter cultivar of this long-lived species, 
Which forms a tight clump with time. 

14m. AGM, USDA 3-9. 


ASTER ‘LITTLE CARLOW" 

Bred in the 1930s, this is stil the best of 
the true aster daisies, flowering through 
‘September to early October, spreading 
slowly. only rarely needing support. 
Upto 1.5m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b, 


SERRATULA TINCTORIA 
Serratula includes several late-flowering 
species, all of which are sadly underrated 

as garden plants. This S. tinctoria is an 
uncommon British native. 1.2m. USDA 7b-10a 


plant profile autumn daisies 
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Alan Street 


Asharp eye for detail and great taste in everything from suits to snowdrops 
make Alan Street one of the country’s most sought-after nurserymen 


DS ANNA PAVORD 


eeting Alan Street for the first time, you 
M might think he was French, because he has a 

particular kind of style you don't often see in 
an Englishman. He’s a sharp dresser. His boots are terrific. 
So is his haircut. The suits, in which he appears alongside 
the Avon Bulbs displays at the Royal Horticultural Society's 
shows in London, are immaculate dark pinstripes. If he 
wears a mufiler, he does so in just the right insouciant way. 

But you need that good eye, that attention to detail if 
you are to win the number of Gold Medals that Avon Bulbs 
has gathered in over the years. Nobody who saw it will ever 
forget the stupendous display of snowdrops Alan brought 
to the RHS February show three years ago, when more than 
5,000 flowers were displayed among moss and leaves with 
such grace, such elegance, such sympathy, you thought they 
must have been growing there for ever. 

He’s 56 years old and Avon Bulbs is effectively the only 
job he’s ever had, “Every day for the past 34 years I've got 
up and come to the nursery and lifted and divided and 
propagated. And nurtured.” Nurturing is a word Alan uses a 
lot. And it’s this acute, visceral attachment to his plants that 
makes him such a great nurseryman. They still enchant him, 
all the flowers he brings into being with his twin-scaling, his 
seed sowing, his careful garnering of offsets. 

‘There was a moment when he thought he might have 
been something else — a specialist perhaps in French carved 
capitals of the 12th century. Back in the seventies, he had a 
place to study Fine Art at Norwich University of the Arts, 
but he never took it up. Then he decided he would do his bit 
for society and become a psychiatric nurse. “Are you really 
ready for that?” asked a friend. He realised he wasn't. 

But he did love the garden at his parents’ home in 
Oxfordshire. Nothing special, he says— sweet williams, 
marigolds, plenty of veg—but whenever they came back 
from a family holiday, he would rush round checking what 
had happened in his absence. “There was a love of plants 
there that just couldn't be taken away. And it’s never left me.” 

So he signed on for a three-year course in nursery 
practice at Merrist Wood College in Surrey. There, he 
discovered the first of the plants that he’s been responsible 
for introducing to the gardening world —x Halimiocistus 
wintonensis ‘Merrist Wood Cream’, cross between 
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Halimium and Cistus with creamy rose flowers blotched at 
the base with dark maroon, It’s still in cultivation and the 
proud possessor of an Award of Garden Merit. 

But the flower he’s most associated with is the snowdrop 
and earlier this year, the Avon Bulbs catalogue offered an 
extraordinary selection of 89 different kinds, cosseted, 
nurtured and slowly built up into saleable quantities by 
Alan. It included ‘Blewbury Tart’ the strange, angular, very 
green double snowdrop he discovered in the churchyard of 
St Michael's church at Blewbury in Oxfordshire. “Dug up 
with the permission of the vicar,” he stresses. 

‘That was in 1974, before he'd started at Merrist Wood and 
certainly before the current, widespread galanthomania had 
begun. But Walter Stagg, who ‘bought’ Alan as part and parcel 
of the nursery that became Avon Bulbs, was already collecting 
snowdrops in the early eighties. Many came from the gardens 
of the late Priscilla Bacon at Raveningham in Norfolk. 

Alan's other great love is what he calls his “old ladies”— 
the ancient, papery-petalled narcissi he’s gradually been 
collecting from neglected orchards, churchyards and 
overgrown gardens. “Such charm, such grace,” he says as we 
gaze at a bunch he's picked of ‘Bath's Flame’, with a delicate 
frilled cup of orange set against primrose yellow petals, 
raised more than 100 years ago by the great connoisseur 
of daffodils, the Rev George Engleheart of Bath. 

‘When we meet, he’s just come back from speaking at 
the Philadelphia Flower Show. It's not easy taking time off, 
although he says in the odd spare moment he loves poking 
around in flea markets. But the nursery is where he’s rooted, 
nurturing his treasures (look out for his new dark-flowered 
Agapanthus‘Alan Street’ which he selected as a seedling 
about ten years ago). “You can make a living in the nursery 
trade,” he says reflectively. “You'll never make a lot of money, 
but you do make some wonderful friends.”o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

‘Avon Bulbs, Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, 
‘South Petherton, Somerset TA13 SHE. 

Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 

NEXT MONTH 

Food writer, Michael Pollan. 


It’s this visceral attachment to his plants that makes him such a great nurseryman 


horticultural who’s who 


‘Are Maynard is 
aleading garden 
designer based 

in London and 


Monmouthshire 


planting ideas 


Forthcoming 
attractions 


Start planning your spring bulbs now and you can look 
forward to months of changing bold and bright colour 


ARNE MAYNARD. 


different ways around the garden, from 
informal drifts of snowdrops and early 
species narcissi that can be left to naturalise 


L« spring bulbs and use them in many 


over time, to more formal plantings of 
tulips in my herbaceous borders and rose 
garden. These bulbs stay in the ground from 
‘one year to the next, although I'll carry on 
topping them up each year, so it's important 
to choose a colour palette that fits in with 
your permanent planting and stick to it. 

I really enjoy using bulbs ~ tuli 
particular — for big, bold displays in pots 
and these I treat as annuals. What I love 
about these annual displays is their vigour; 
tulips and hyacinths in their first year 
produce big, strong, blowsy flowers that 


in 


would look out of place in the open ground, 
but look wonderful packed into containers 
or special cutting beds. I look on these 
annual displays as an opportunity for 
experimental planting, choosing a different 
colour theme each year. I aim for a long 
season of successional flowering, and plant 
both containers and areas of my kitchen 
garden, so I can use some for cutting 
without spoiling the effect. 

I use big pots, and plant in layers, really 
packing the bulbs in — about 60 bulbs per 
pot. Ifill the base with about 30cm of 
compost and put in the first layer, densely 
packed, of a late tulip, such as Black Hero; 
which, because it’s so deep will take time to 
emerge. The next layer will be a mid-season 
tulip from within the same colour palette, 
then another layer, this time using fewer 
bulbs, because they'll be overlapping with 
those below and then the final layer will be 
early flowering tulips, fewer still. I may even 
add another two layers — one of hyacinths, 
to flower with the early tulips, and on top of 
that some really early bulbs, such as Muscari 


BRITT WILLOUGHBY DYER 


(grape hyacinths), which get covered over as 
the bulbs below emerge. Once the early 
tulips have flowered I'll cut the stems back 
to soil level and I do that successively as the 
bulbs finish, These pots will lower for over 
a month, from April to May. 

If 1'm planting tulips on their own in 
a pot, | may run out of time and do it after 
Christmas, which is fine for tulips, but if 
you're mixing the tulips with other bulbs, 
such as hyacinths, you'll need to plant up 
by November. Once the pots have finished 
flowering, the bulbs can be lifted and dried, 
and then re-planted in the garden, Second- 
and third-year flowers will be smaller and 
gentler, but ideal for informal and country 
borders or under apple trees. 
+ Turn the page for four fabulous colour 
combinations to plant now for spring, 


RECOMMENDED SUPPLIERS 


Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Tel 01386 422829 

cgtinet 

Crocus 


Tel 0844 557 2233 
erocus.co.uk 


Jacques Amand International 
Tel 02084207110 
jacquesamandintlcom 

Peter Nyssen 

Tel 0161747 4000 
peternyssen.com 

Rose Cottage Plants 

Tel 01992573775 
rosecottageplants. co.uk 


‘Sarah Raven 
Tel 0845 092 0283, 
sarahraven.com 
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Flushed with green 


For this cutting bed in my kitchen garden, 
I chose shades of pinks, whites and deep 
violets, all streaked with green, to give 
months of varied colour, Seen here in May, 
the display began in March with white 
and pale pink muscari. Hyacinths and 
carly pink tulips joined the party in April, 
followed by Tulipa ‘Exotic Emperor’ 
which is still flowering in this rich finale 

of T‘Groenland’ and T, ‘Burgundy’ 


1 Tulipa ‘Havran’ 

This rich burgundy, almost black, tulip can 
sometimes have two flowers on a stem. 
Mid ~ late April. 50cm, 


2 Muscari aucheri ‘White Magic’ 
This is a non-invasive form of muscari 
that does well in sunny spots or pots. 
March — April. 10-15cm. USDA 4a-8b' 


3 T.'Groenland’ 

Often sold as the cultivar’Greeniand; this 
beautiful pale pink tulip, edged with green, 
isa lovely late-tlowering treat 

Early May. 55cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


4T.‘Salmon Impression’ 
Adelicate salmony, apricot bloom, 
Late April - early May. 55cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


5 Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Woodstock’ 
Delicately scented, beetroot purple 
blooms with a dark stem 

April. 30cm, USDA 3a-7b. 


6 T. Exotic Emperor’ 

Double, pure white tulip beautifully marked 
with green. Early ~ mid April. 35em. 
USDA3a-8b. 


7T.'Nightrider’ 
Astriking deep mauve purple with 
amid-green flame, Early May. 55cm. 


8 Muscari‘Ivor's Pink’ 
These start with pale yellow green 
buds that develop a white cap.a 
warm-pink midriff and darker pink 
petticoat. Utterly charming. 

March — April. 12cm. 


9 T. Burgundy’ 
The lily lowered form of this tulip is really 
emphasised by its deep violet colouring 
Early — mid May. 50cm, USDA 3a-8b. 
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planting ideas 


Peppermint fresh 


A palette of fresh pinks and blues sets the 
tone for this cutting bed, beginning the 
season early with the huge, scented heads 
of Hyacinthus City of Bradford” These 
give way in April to a lovely tutti-frutti 
assortment of pink and purple tulips, 
with T ‘Gabriella’ and T. ‘Muriel’ in 

the foreground. 


1 Muscari neglectum 

These add a wonderful blue-black note 
to the planting palette. 

March ~ April. 12-15cm, USDA 4a-7b. 


2 Hyacinthus ‘City of Bradford’ 
‘Asmokey pale blue with glaucous leaves, 
gloriously scented and ideal for cutting. 
March ~ April. 25cm, USDA 4a-9b, 


3T.‘Muriel’ 

This stunning satiny purple, parrot tulip, 
from Sarah Raven's dark tulip collection, 
adds a lovely feminine touch toa display. 
Late April-May. 60cm, 


4T.‘Rems Favourite’ 

True Rembrant tulips are breathtaking, 
but rare and can be petulant. This 
Wonderful modern triumph tulip has a 
classic Rembrant feel but is much more 
widely available and strong growing. 
Mid — late April. 50cm, USDA 4a-9a 


5 T. ‘Purple Dream’ 
Atall-growing, clear purple with 

an elegant. lly-flowered shape 

Early ~ mid May. 55cm. USDA 3a-&b, 


6 T. ‘Gabriella’ 
Soft pink, flushed deeper pink ~ 

a combination of tones that makes 
this a very good mixer. 

Mid —late April. 45cm. 
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Layer upon layer 


These pots by the house give an amazing 
month-long successional display of colour 
that starts with violas in winter, is followed 
by Hyacinthus orientalis‘Miss Saigon’, then 
is packed with the double blooms of 

T. ‘Blue Diamond and finishes in late 
May with the tall, elegant forms of 

T ‘Flegant Lady’ and T; ‘Cum Laude. 


1T.'White Parrot’ 

This exquisite tulip is the colour of creamy 
milk with a feathery texture (true to its 
name) that gives it real glamour. You'll 
definitely want to steal a few from the 

pot, and they last really well ina vase. 

Late April ~ early May. 40cm. USDA 4a-7b. 


2. ‘Elegant Lady’ 

‘Adelicate pink and cream bloom with an 
exquisite almost hourglass shape. Over 
time the pink fades to almost white, 
adding yet another layer of colour. 

Early — late May, 60cm, USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Viola ‘Roscastle Black’ 

This brings life to the pot even before 
the bulbs start to show. Then it threads 
itself wonderfully through the emerging 
bulbs giving a smattering of dark, rich 
velvet among the bigger blooms 

15cm, USDA 7a-9a. 


4T.‘Blue Diamond’ 
Magnificent double lilac/purple that 
takes centre stage. Early - mid May. 40cm, 


5 Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Miss Saigon’ 
This stunning bloom brings the first full 
flush of vibrant colour in this combination 
March — April 30cm. AGM*. 


6T.‘Cum Laude’ 

This elegant, single, late tulip is a bluish 
purple, with a silver bloom, It's almost a 
perfect match for the wisteria behind. 
Early ~ late May. 50cm. USDA 3a-9b. 
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planting ideas 


Burnt toffee 


‘Apart from white hyacinths for early 
season interest, this pot was planted 
entirely with tulips. In May T. ‘Black 
Hero’ and T. ‘James Wild’ mix shades. 
of rich toffee and burnt orange, a 
combination that matches the earthy 
colours and the textures of both the 
pot and the wall behind. 


1T.‘James Wild’ 

This is a rare Breeder tulip, with the 
fantastic subtlety of colouring that all 
Breeder types have. They are not widely 
available but Jacques Amand offers a 
great range of Breeders, including the 
slightly darker brown, more mahogany 
‘Dom Pedro’ with similar subtleties. 

May. 50cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


2 T.‘Black Hero’ 

Isa double form of T. ‘Queen of Night 
long flowering and reliable. Mid April ~ 
early May. 60cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


3 T.‘Ronaldo' 

The silvery bloom on the dark cranberry 
red makes this exceptional and gives it 
the subtlety needed to mix well with 
different tones. Mid — late April 

35cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


4T. ‘Apricot Beauty’ 

Unusual salmon tones, with a hint 

of orangey red, Early — late April. 45cm, 
USDA 3a-7b. 


5T.‘Albert Heijn’ 

This early flowering tulip has salmon tones 
in the centre and pale pink edges to the 
petals, March ~ April. 35cm, USDA 3a-8b. 
6 Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Aiolos' 

Fresh white hyacinths are the perfect 

foil to the early salmon pinks of this 
combination, before the richer darker 
tulips take over. April. 25-30em, 


*Holds an award of garden merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society 


READER OFFER 
Turn to page 100 for an exclusive 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED bulb offer from 
Peter Nyssen and create your own bulb 
displays inspired by Amne’s combinations. 
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In brief 


Name Rose Fart 


Clumps of Uavandularafigustit6lid 
'Mulfistead’ surround the reclaimed. 
Brick patio, built by Mel. Atits 
centre is an Ulmus x hollandica 
“Jacqueline Hillier’ growing in a 
salvaged galvanised pot. 


Artists’ garden 


Suradise reclumed 


Using a quirky mix of salvaged wood, stone and metal — anda 
painterly eye for form and colour — artists Lizzi and Mel Smith have 
created a lush slice of heaven in their Kent garden 


DS PAULA McWATERS PH S SUZIE GIBBONS 
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izzi and Mel Smith started their 
garden right outside the kitchen door and 
they have been moving forward from there, 
ever since. “I'd like to say there was a grand 
plan, but there definitely wasn’t!” says Mel, 
“Most of what we have done here has been 
borne out of necessity: we wanted to grow 
vegetables because we have a big family 
{six children between them], so we started 
a vegetable garden; we needed a path to 
keep our feet out of the wet in winter, so 
we laid some reclaimed bricks; we had a 
pile of spoil from digging a pond, so we 
turned it into a grassy mound, and so on.” 
This modest admission does not 
cover the fact that both Mel, a professional 
portrait photographer, and Lizzi, an artist, 
have a keenly developed eye for style 
and for turning what others might see 
as junk into attractive assets for their 
garden. The complex of inter-related, 
single-storey buildings that make up 
their photographic studio, office and 
home has taken on a distinctive style in 
their care, likened by visitors to “a house 
in New Zealand or the West Indies”. It 
certainly feels like island living when 
everything is lush and green around them. 
For years, they gardened in tubs and 
containers in the driveway out front but 


Artists’ garden 


a chance to buy the strip of land behind 
the house four years ago opened up 
new potential, with a sunset aspect and 
a great view across fields, Rotovating the 
compacted heavy clay proved impossible, 
so they created raised beds with old scaffold 
boards from a local salvage yard Symonds 
(symondssalvage.co.uk), and filled them 
with free-draining topsoil and compost. 

‘Mel subscribes to the obsessive-compulsive 
approach to gardening, so the beds were 
finished in record time, by spotlight, on 
wintry evenings, to be up and running by 
February. “We were blown away by how 
much produce we had, even in our first year, 
It was extraordinary.” Buoyed up by success, 
‘Mel and Lizzi have made their way across the 
back garden, creating new features and 
flowerbeds as they go. They never travel far 
for materials, having keyed into local sources 
that can provide what they need quickly and 
easily. As they work from home they can 
spend every spare minute in the garden when 
the studio isn’t busy. The garden is built for 
enjoyment too, with a firepit surrounded by 
a‘stone’ circle fashioned from upended 
sleepers, a treehouse and now a pond. 

‘Mel has constructed snaking, reclaimed 
brick paths and, after months of dragging 
garden furniture out on toa certain spot. > 


1 In the cutting garden, the short orange Dahlia ‘Happy Halloween’ and purple D. ‘Thomas A Edison’ 
jostle for space with Helianthus annuus’ Moonwalker, rambling nasturtiums and fluffy Pennisetum villosum. 


2 Brick paths divide the raised beds of the cutting garden where Crocosmia ‘Lucifer; sweet peas, 


marigolds, cosmos and dahlias all thrive. 


3 Vitis vinifera growing up the house gives it an island feel, accentuated by driftwood thrones, bought 
in Sussex, a reclaimed cable-reel table and tree-stump stools from local woodland, 
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> on the grass, they concluded that this 
was the place to create a round terrace for 
it. Galvanised water tanks and bins make 
bold, capacious planters, filled with massed 
sunflowers, underplanted with nasturtiums 
and squashes. In the raised beds they like to 
plant in big blocks. “Everything just seems 
to look better that way,” says Lizzi. Support, 
where it’s needed, is fashioned from hazel 
or willow — they have a free source of hazel 
nearby —and a living willow arch now 
covers one of the paths (see picture 
opposite). Woven hazel fences both contain 
beds and provide support for any wayward 
dahlias or climbers. 

Annuals, such as cornflowers and 
cosmos, grow tall in their care, which Mel 
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puts down to his attention to detail. “We 
‘grow most things from seed in the 
greenhouse or polytunnel and we take 
time to harden things off, so we are 
always carrying trays to and fro.” 

“If things don’t take the first time, 
” adds Lizzi. “Once the 
seedlings are big enough, Mel plants them 


we sow agait 


out. He insists on regimented lines, 

precisely spaced for vegetables such as 
Cavalo Nero, curly kale, cabbages and 
sweet corn —not a plant out of place.” 


‘The result is exuberant order interlaced 
with sunflowers and Cerinthe major for 
colour. Hazel wigwams and woven hazel 
cloches hanging from posts add the height 
the garden currently lacks while it is still > 


Above Helianthus annuus Firecracker, grown 
from seed, has been massed together in raised 
beds created with raiway sleepers 


Facing page 

11 Mel wove this hurdle fencing for the garden 
from locally sourced hazel. 

2 in the vegetable garden, raised beds have 
been block-planted with Centaurea cyanus 

for maximum impact. 

3.0n the back verandah, even the watering 
cans, tools and spare terracotta pots have been 
arranged with an artist's eye 

4. Helianthus annuus ‘Irish Eyes’ grows alongside 
trailing pumpkins ina reclaimed galvanised water 
tank on the verandah 

5 Brick paths snake through a living willow 
tunnel - all made by Mel. 

6 Old timber crates make great containers for 
lavender. More railway sleepers, here used for a 
pathway, lead on to a reclaimed-brick path 


Practical recycling 


The secret to making the best use of 
quirky objects is to limit your palette 
of materials; use too many disparate 
things and you risk turning your 
garden into a version of a salvage 
yard. Lizzi and Mel have gone for 
galvanised metal (water tanks, bins, 
milk churns etc) for planters, wood 
for raised beds, decking and so on, 
and hazel for fencing and plant 
supports. Keep it local, if possible, to 
avoid mileage or hefty delivery costs — 
Lizzi and Mel use a salvage yard in 
the next village and source hazel 
locally from a friend's woodland 


Artists’ garden 


PRaisott Vepetable bats are given 
ilecorative appeal by interplanting 2 
Kas ctl kale, with, 
Sunfléwers and clipped bok 


> maturing. As summer fades into autumn, 
tall plants like cardoons are left standing for 
the same reason. 

A pair of old wooden doors marks 
the entrance to the flower garden where 
there is still a great profusion of colour 
in late summer. Mel and Lizzi choose 
varieties carefully, so each earns its place. 
They buy a lot from Sarah Raven and 
although this means they sometimes 
have to pay more for seed or tubers, Mel 
reckons the results they get are more than 
worth the outlay. Other influences have 
been Monty Don's books and Derek 
Jarman’s garden at Dungeness. 

The site at Rose Farm is far from ideal — 
“flat, wet, cold and exposed,” complains 
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Mel — yet by working out that raised 
beds were the way forward, Mel and 
Lizzi have created a flamboyant garden 
that overflows with impact. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 
Address Rose Farm Studio, Rose Farm 
Road, Pluckley, Ashford, Kent TN27 ORG 
Tel 01233 840754. 

Website melsmithphotography.co.uk 
Open Garden not open in 2013 

because of building works but is usually 
open on the first weekend in August. 
under the National Gardens Scheme 
(NGS) — look out for dates next year on 
the NGS website (ngs.org.uk). 


of Lizzi and Mel’s favourite 
plants for late summer 
1 Dahlia ‘Thomas A Edison’ 


Aknock-out colour and quite tall with 
flowers of 15cm or more across so best 

to stake if planted in a windy spot. 1m. 

2 Dahlia ‘Ambition’ 

This spiky, purple cactus dahlia is a prolific 
flowerer and looks stunning in bud and in 
flower. Stands out well against Pennisetum 
villosum. 90cm. 

3 Alcea rosea ‘Créme de Cassis’ 

The fading berry colours of this hollyhock are 
reminiscent of antique fabric. Exceptionally 
pretty, it sits well alongside other cottage 
favourites such as angelica and sweet peas. 
150-180cm. USDA 3a-9b'. 


4 Pennisetum villosum 

These soft, fluffy inflorescences bob around in 
the breeze and look great along the edge of a 
border backlit by the sun. 60cm. AGM". 


5 Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Dazzler’ 

and ‘Rubenza’ 

Gorgeous carmine pink ‘Dazzler’ and slightly 
darker Rubenza' flowers keep on coming all 
summer long and are fade resistant. Great 
value and impact as a cutting flower, with 
lovely feathery foliage. 80-120em, 


6 Cynara cardunculus 

Statuesque and dramatic, Lizzi and Mel leave 
these standing as long as possible to enjoy 
their silhouettes into autumn. Strip the lower 
leaves to stop them falling over. 150cm. AGM. 
USDA 7a-9b, 

7 Dahlia ‘Happy Halloween’ 

This brilliantly clear pompom is so-called 
because it's exactly the colour of a pumpkin. 
Produces lots of flowers and the dark leaves 
contrast with them beautifully. 90cm, 

8 Helianthus annuus ‘Irish Eyes’ 

Agreat little multi-stemmed sunflower for 
containers because it's so compact. The 
dark-brown centres contrast well with the 
sunshine yellow petals. 45cm. 

9 Helianthus annuus ‘Firecracker’ 

Fabulous multi-headed, Fl dwarf sunflower 
with dark centre and petals that graduate 
from deep orange to yellow. Short and sturdy 
so works well in containers. 75cm. 


“Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
Hardiness ratings given where available. 


From the makers of BBC Music Magazine 


THE GREAT COMPOSERS: VOLUM 


THE AD 


The ee at to music's greatest genius 
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Letter 


20" 
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Ws 


100-PAGE 


LECTOR’S EDITI¢ 


His extraordinary life 
His greatest work 
His enduring legacy 


FROM THE MAKERS OF 


mousiateret BEN aval 


The Complete Mozart is a new collection of writing from BBC Music Magazine about arguably the 
greatest composer the world has ever seen — Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart — written by the world’s 
leading music his fc 


As well as an in-depth biography o} a a ncover the stories of the key p 


his life, myths are debunked, ma greatest works explored, and insight into what Mozart's 
music means today given by the li 


Order online at 
/% www.buysubscriptions.com/mozart 
@ or call 0844 844 0388 'to order your copy now! 


Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than Sp per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. “Prices including postage are £9.49 for UK 
residents, £10.99 for Europe and £11.49 for Rest of World. All orders are subject to availabilty. Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


gardeners’ weekend Amsterdam 


Tulips only really come from 
Amsterdam in the songs, but 
as Simone van Heiningen 
reveals, there is muchin 
this Venice of the North for 
™ garden lovers to enjoy — and not 
just in the spring 


y 
fAnisterdam is often \ the Venice of the North (although the 
Dittch areadamant that it's Venice that is theAmsterdam of the 


South), The city’s 90 islands, 1,500 bridg€ and more than 60 
miles of waterways have all Béea man-made from what was once 
little more than a swamp. Over the centuries, homes have alwa 
taken precedence over gardens in booming Amsterdam, where 
space isat a premium. me wonderful — 
mostly hidden — green gems. The impressive architecture of 


century canalfouse, built in what is knownlas the 
Dutch'G was equialled only by their gardens. Herd, the 
city’s merchanits, made wealthy by the lucrative trade of the Dutch 
Republic, tried to emulate what they had seen in other coutries 
— everything front French baroque parterres de broderie\g English 
landscape gardens. Today, the hustle and bustle of Amstérdam can 
be overwhelming, but tke a step into one of these gafdens and 
you'll find yourself in a world'of peace and quiet” 


B 


Gardens to visit in and around Amsterdam 


Discover some of the spectacular gardens and little oases of calm that 
remain hidden behind Amsterdam's impressive canal houses 


‘ steno 

“y %99R% 
Wik 
“vo ; 


@ JAPANESE GARDEN, 
CLINGENDAEL 


Daisy it filled with rare plants 
and trees—not to mention 
bridges and a whole pavilion — 
that she brought back from 
‘her numerous trips to Japan. 
Website denhaag.ni/en/ 
residents/to/Japanese- 
Garden-in-Clingendael-Park 
‘Address Main entrance on 
Wassenaarseweg, The Hague. 
Open Limited opening, see 
‘website for details. Admission 
free, suitable for wheelchairs. 


@ PARK FRANKENDAEL 
Originally the gardens of a 
17th-century manor house, Huize 
Frankendael, this has become a 
multifunctional park. There's a 
botanical garden, a baroque 
garden, ‘school gardens’ tended by 
pupils from neighbouring 
schools, and the ultra-romantic 
‘Little Dantzig’ —a gardeners’ 
community with little cottages 
and individual garden plots. If 
you're feeling peckish, lunch in 
the park's restaurant De Kas (the 
Greenhouse) is a must. Chef 
Gert-Jan Hageman uses 
vegetables, herbs and edible 
flowers grown within an arm's 
length of your table. 

Website park-frankendael 
restaurantdekas nl 

Address Various entrances at 
Middenweg and Kamerlingh 
Onnestaan. 

Open Daily. Admission free. 
‘Accessible for wheelchairs. 


@ MUSEUM WILLET- 
HOLTHUYSEN 

Upon her death in 1895, Louise 
Willet-Holthuysen left this 
17th-century, double canal house 
and its contents, including an 
impressive art collection, to the 
city of Amsterdam. Although the 
garden had changed significantly 
cover the centuries, in 1973 the 
municipality decided to restore 

it to the French baroque style. 
Box parterres are filled in with 
symmetrical motifs in red and 
white stone-chippings. The 
garden is surrounded by pleached 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ and 
lime trees and is adorned with 
18th-century statues. 

Website willetholthuysen.nl 
Address Herengracht 605, 
‘Amsterdam, 


Open Mon — Fri, 10am-Spm, 
Sat -Sun, Llam-Spm. Admission 
£8. Not accessible for wheelchairs. 


© HORTUS BOTANICUS 

In 1682, the founders of this 
botanic garden — botanist Jan 
‘Commelin and Joan Huydecoper, 
the mayor of Amsterdam — 
purchased all kinds of exotics, 
from tulips, hyacinths, orange and 
olive trees to asparagus, pineapple 
and okra. Over the centuries the 
more than 4,500 ships of the 
Dutch East India Company kept 
bringing in new species and 
sometimes taking them back out 
again — one single coffee plant, 
Coffea arabica, from the Hortus. 
collection, became the ancestor of 
all plants on coffee plantations in 
Central and South America. 
Website dehortus.ni 

‘Address Plantage Middenlaan 
2-A, Amsterdam, 

Tel +31 (0)20 6259021. 

Open Daily 10am-Spm. Admission 
£8.50. Fairly accessible for 
Wheelchairs (gravel paths). 


@ THIJSSE'S HOF 

In 1925, the biologist and 
conservationist Jac P Thijsse 
received a couple of small potato 
fields, surrounded by an oak 
copse, as a 60th birthday present. 
Together with his friend, the 
garden designer Leonard A 
Springer, he set about turning this 
five-acre plot, in Bloemendaal, 
east of Amsterdam, into a wild 
garden that is now home to over 
400 species of native plants 

and 24 species of breeding birds, 
as well as butterflies, bees and 
other wildlife. Thijsse helped 
popularise nature conservation in 
the Netherlands, and generations 
of Dutch children have been 
brought up with his books. 


Website thijsseshof nl 
‘Address Mollaan 4, Bloemendaal. 
Tel +31 (0)23526 2700 

Open Apr Oct, Sam-5pm 
(closed Mondays); Nov ~ Mar, 
9am-4pm, (closed Sundays and 
Mondays). Admission free, 
‘Accessible for wheelchairs. 


© MUSEUM VAN LOON 

This magnificent canal house was 
built in 1672 by architect Adriaen 
Dortsman, and its first occupant 
was Ferdinand Bol, Rembrandt's 
most famous pupil. Amazingly, its 
beautiful formal garden, and the 
coach house at the back, ha 
remained intact and wandering 
around it can seem like stepping 
back in time. In 1884, the wealthy 
Hendrik van Loon bought the 
house as a wedding gift for his 
son Willem, and in 1973, the Van 
Loon family opened their house 
and garden to the public. 
Website museumvanloon.nl 
Address Keizersgracht 672, 
Amsterdam. 

Tel +31 (0)20 624.5255. 

Open Iam-5pm, closed Tuesdays 
Admission: €8 Not accessible 

for wheelchairs. 


gardeners’ weekend Amsterdam 


Other places to visit 


Make time to visit Amsterdam's famous floating flower 


market and its other green gems. 


‘Amsterdam's daily floating flower market. 


At one time the flowers 
for the floating flower market 
along the Singel Canal were 
shipped in by barges. While 
this is no longer the case, it’s 
about all that has changed 
since this daily market was 
first held in 1862. Yes, it is a 
bit of a tourist trap and prices 
are high, but it looks fantastic. 
A stone’s throw from the 
Hortus Botanicus lies Natura 
Artis Magistra (artis.nl/en/ 
artis-royal-zoo) or ‘Artis’ as it’s 
more commonly known. 
During a brief period of 
French rule, Louis Napoléon 
Bonaparte — brother of the 
more famous Napoléon — who 


had been appointed King of 
Holland housed his animals 
in the Hortus’s orangery in 
advance of his grand plan to 
create a zoo at the Hortus. 
When he left in 1810, so did 
the animals and the plans for 
a zoo were shelved until 1838, 
when Artis opened its doors at 
Plantage Kerklaan 38-40. Its 
glorious gardens and buildings 
remain pretty much as they 


were when the zoo was built 
Amsterdam's ‘green 

lung’ is the Vondelpark 

(hetvondelpark.net), between 

Stadhouderskade and 

Amstelveenseweg, which was 

designed by Jan David Zocher 


Amsterdam’s Open Garden Days 


Wander around the streets of old 
Amsterdam, and you won't find much in the 


way of gardens to casually 
admire. Frustratingly, 
they're all hidden away 
behind the impressive 
canal houses. But you 
don't have to resort to 
knocking on people's 
doors to get to get to look 
around them: you simply 
have to visit in June. Every 
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in 1864, As private gardens are 
rare in Amsterdam locals tend 
to make good use of the 
Vondelpark, and around ten 
million people visit it each 
year, It's a great place for a 
picnic and for doing some 
serious people watching. 

If you feel in need of some 
culture head to the green, open 
space of Museumplein where 
you can choose between the 
Rijksmuseum (rijksmuseum. 
ni/en), the Van Gogh Museum 
(vangoghmuseum.nl), 
the Stedelijk Museum 
(stedelijk.nl/en), or take ina 
concert at the Concertgebouw 
(concertgebouw.nl/en). 


year on the third weekend of June around 
30 houses, all within walking distance of each 


Take a leisurely break 
the Vondelpark. 


other, open their gardens to the 
public for three Open Garden 
Days (opentuinendagen.nl). 
Most are private gardens that 
remain closed to the public at 
other times. Next year the Open 
Garden Days take place on 
20-22 June, and a three-day 
passepartout ticket, will give 
you access to all the gardens. 


Need to know 


WHEN TO GO 
Goin mid Aprilif you want to 
Visit the famous Keukenhot 
gardens (keukenhof.nl) or 
the bulb fields (southwest of 
Amsterdam), but if you do 
don't forget your umbrella, 
May to August is a lot drier, 
but most Dutch gardens are 
not overly “flowery; and look 
{200d in any season. 


HOWTO GET THERE 

KLM (kim.com), easyJet 
(easyjetcom) and British 
Airways (britishairways.com) 
have regular flights to 
‘Amsterdam Schiphol Airport. 
Eurostar (eurostar-com) from 
London to Amsterdam takes 
around four hours, 


FIND OUT MORE 
You'll find all the information 
you need to plan your stay 
atiamsterdam.com. From 
there you can also buy an 

| Amsterdam City Card, 
which gives you unlimited 
access to public transport, 
as wellas free admission 

to 38 museums and 

other attractions, 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery Guide 


At GARDENS ILLUSTRATED we champion nurseries that offer excellence in terms of expert 
horticultural advice and specialist plants. Here's a selection of quality nurseries to visit and 
shop online over the peak autumn planting season 


Inside 


+ Tree Nurseries 

* Shrubs & Herbaceous 
+ Plants 

+ Bulbs 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Majestic Trees 


There are a number of ‘large’ tree nurseries in 
the UK, but when you actually visit Majestic 
Trees in person you will find the biggest 
selection of beautiful trees nationwide, where 
staff will advise you and help you personally 
toselect the tree you want. Majestic Trees is 
not a’sourcing service’ but real growers who 


are passionate about trees and do not cut 
corners in the development of its stock. 
Expert pruning and dedicated husbandry, 
combined with the trees being grown in an 
AirPot, ensures that these trees have a 
fantastic fibrous root system and that they 
thrive without battling for survival, as is so 


often the case with rootballed trees. In fact, 
trees grown in the AirPots are dominant in 
the show gardens at Chelsea Flower Show 
each year, because the garden designers 
know the difference this production method 
makes to the crown development and the 
success of their gardens, 


Why consider 
Majestic Trees? 


+ Fantastic selection of stock for you to 
choose from, which hasn't been sourced 
from far-off lands 

* Outstanding AirPot-grown fibrous root 
development for year-round planting 

+ Ateam of experienced and knowledgeable 
horticultural advisors ready to assist and 
advise you 

+ Nationwide delivery to your project and 
professionally off-loaded 

* Delivered to your tree pit or full planting 
service available 

+ Professional aftercare service available 
ifrequired 

+ One-year Establishment Warranty applies 
on trees planted by Majestic Trees. 


‘An AirPot ensures that these trees have a 


fantastic fibrous root system and that they thrive 
without batting for survival 


Do you plant extra heavy and even semi-mature 
trees but shy away from planting anything bigger? 


Is this because of: 


+ the liability involved should the tree not survive? 


+ the risk of significant financial loss should the tree get damaged during installation? 
+ the lack of appropriate available equipment to handle the tree? 


+ alack of necessary experience? 
« simply an access issue? 


Mature trees can transform any project 
Whether you are a garden designer, estate 
manager or simply require one tree for 

your home, Majestic Trees offers a spectrum 
of services. From simple delivery, delivery 
with off-load, delivery into planting pits, 
underground anchorage installation or 
working alongside you on site, we come 
equipped and ready to serve you. 


Majestic Trees are a major supplier of specimen 
trees to RHS Chelsea Flower Show and Gold 
Medal-winning show gardens. 


We are not an on-line shop where 
generic information is available, but a 
team of passionate horticulturists who 
have been honoured by our nursery peers 
with the prestigious accolade of UK 
Ornamental Nursery of the Year in two of 
the past six years and a runner up every 
other year — a success unsurpassed by 
any of our competitors. 


Contact 


Chequers Hill 
Flamstead, 

Nr St Albans, 

Herts, AL3 8ET 
TEL 01582 843881 
FAX 01582 843882 
EMAIL info@majesticgroup.co.uk 
WEBSITE www.mnajestictrees.co.uk 


@ 


majestic 


In association with: 


british ant 


nursery!guide q 
~y ya 
Flying the flaq for British Nurseries 
www.britishplantnurseryguide.co.uk 


The Walled 
Nursery 


Astunning collection of Victorian 
glasshouses, a wide selection of 
annuals, perennials, shrubs and 
vegetables grown within our walls 
plus fantastic gardenalia 


Water Lane, Hawkhurst, 
Kent TN18 50H 
01580752752 
www.thewallednursery.com 


Dingle Nurseries 


Astunning four-acre, RHS partner garden hidden in a beautiful 
quiet valley in mid Wales. Informal planting of many species of 
shrubs and trees with particularly good autumn colour. The nursery 
alongside stocks an unrivalled selection of plants from alpines to. 
semi-mature trees. We can provide nationwide delivery. 


Dingle Nurseries, Frochas, Welshpool, 
Powys SY219JD 
01938555145 
info@dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Glendoick Gardens 


Britain's best-known Rhododendron Specialists. Established 1953. 1,000 

varieties of rhododendron & azalea, Mail order and Export (Europe) 

‘October-April. Order online or 5O-page colour catalogue available. 
Glendoick, Perth, Scotland, PH2 7NS 


01738 860 205 5 www.glendoick.com 


Oasis in Hoby 
Plant Centre 


Extensive range of hardy 

perennials, grasses, bamboos 

and shrubs grown on our nursery. 

‘Specialists in shade-tolerant 

plants. Advice available from our 

knowledgeable plants people 
Brooksby Road, Hoby, 

Leics LE143EA 

01664434113 
www.oasisinhoby.co.uk 


Collyers 
Nurseries 


Stocking quality hardy garden 
plants, shrubs and trees. Offering 
a vast range of plants grown on 
site or sourced from trusted 
growers. Family run since 1938, 
Open 7 days a week, 
260 Nottingham Road, 

Borrowash, Derby DE723FR 

01332 662035 

www.collyersnurseries.com 


Burncoose 
Nurseries 


Bumcoose Nurseries stocks over 
3500 varieties of omamental trees 
shrubs and other herbaceous 
plants. Specialities include 
‘camelias, magnolias and rhododendrons, as wellas many unusual and rare 
plants. We are a mail-order business established 30 years ago. Bumcoose 
have won many gold medals for stands at Chelsea Flower Show. 


Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6BJ 
01209 860316 = www.burncoose.co.uk 


Provender Nurseries 


Provender Nurseries based in Kent supply premium quality plants 
to discerning plantsmen. Innovative, award-winning designs are 
fulfilled with just one visit to our nursery. Provender Nurseries 
have an inspirational range of shrubs, trees, herbaceous and 
exotics to fulfil your expectations for your own garden. 


Provender Nurseries, The Landscape Centre, 
Leydenhatch Lane, Swanley, Kent BRS 7PS 
01322 662315, 
www.provendernurseries.co.uk 


EMAIL sales@provendernurseries.co.uk PR@VENDER 


Readyhedge 

Readyhedge is a specialist wholesale nursery based in Worcestershire. 
Growing clipped hedging in metre-long units up to 2 metres tall, as 
well as a wide range of panels and topiary shapes. Mainly supplying 
designers and landscapers all over the United Kingdom. 


Court Gate Nursery, Station Road, Eckington, 
Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 3BB 
01386750585 
www.readyhedgeltd.com 
simon@readyhedgeltd.com 


READYHEDGE 


Newent Plant Centre 


The beautifully laid out garden displays of ‘Gloucestershire's Most 
Inspirational Plant Centre’ abound with colour and scent from 
home-grown perennials and shrubs. As wellasall the old fashioned 
favourites, their‘Collectors Corner’ hides a delight of unusual little 
jewels, Alongside are over 80 varieties of evergreen Heuchera, 
Tiarella and Heucherella. RHS Gold Medallists. 


Newent Plant Centre, Ledbury Road, Newent, 
Gloucestershire GL18 1DL 
01531828488 
5 www.newentplantcentre.co.uk 


Peter Beales Roses 


Our inspirational 2013 colour catalogue lists over 1,100 cultivars 
available for the forthcoming bare-root season, Visit our three-acre 
gardens and plant centre, which stocks an impressive range of 
containerised roses, quality plants and garden sundries - open 
daily, just minutes from the All. Please quote'GILL' when 
requesting a catalogue. 


Peter Beales Roses, London Road, Attleborough, 

Norfolk NR17 1AY 
01953 454707 
info@peterbealesroses.com 


= www.classicroses.co.uk 


Chew Valley Trees 


Specialist growers of over 350 species of ornamental, native and 
fruit trees, shrubs and hedging in sizes up to 10 metres, we have 

a huge range of stock for you to see. Our new online shop is now 

open and you are always welcome to visit our nursery to discuss 
individual requirements. 


Winford Rd, Chew Magna, Bristol BS40 8HJ 
01275 333752 = 
www.chewvalleytrees.co.uk Sg 
info@chewvalleytrees.co.uk = 


Chew Valley 
Trees 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Dulford Nurseries 


We are a small family run nursery that specialise in a wide range of 
trees, shrubs and hedging. We sell bareroot and containerised from 
small to 30-35cm girth and offer a full planting service. There's no 
order too small and we deliver throughout the country by carrier. 
Phone for a free catalogue or visit for expert advice. 


Cullompton, Devon EX15 2BY 


01884 266361 ¢ 
www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk % id 


dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 


Woottens of Wenhaston 


Woottens Piantsis traditional nursery with 20 years’ experience 
of growing hardy perennials and our own choice specialities 
including rises, pelargoniumsand auriculas. The nursery isopen7 
daysa week and we offer an efficient mail-order service, open 
gardens, events and advice that will inspire every gardener. 


Woottens of Wenhaston, Halesworth, 
Suffolk IP19 SHD 
01502478258 
www.woottensplants.com 


info@woottensplants.co.uk eee 


of WENHASTON, 


Hedges Direct 

Avast range of species including box, yew, lavender, beech and 
laurel. Pot and cell-grown all year round and bare-root/root ball for 
autumn-spring planting. Plus instant hedging and pleached trees, 


Free delivery. Order online or by telephone (free advice). Discounts 
onorders over £150, 


Five Acres Nursery, Dawbers Lane, Euxton, 
Lanes PR7 6EE 
01257263873 
2 www.hedgesdirect.co.uk atl 
helpdesk@hedgesdirect.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Cotswold 
Garden Flowers 


“In general, |aim to offer good 
old-fashioned plants, newly introduced 
plants bred for not only colour and form 
but for vigour as well, and plants newly 
introduced from the wild. 

Bob Brown, nursery owner, a renowned 
plantsman, speaker and garden writer. 


Sands Lane, Badsey, 
Evesham, Worcs WR117EZ 
01386833849" www.cgf.net | 


Thornhayes 
Nursery 


Anextensive range of amenity, 
‘ornamental, hedging and fruit trees, 
plus unusual and choice shrubs. 
Field and container grown. Delivery 
throughout UK and Ireland. Also 
various courses and advisory service. 


‘StAndrews Wood, Dulford, 
Cullompton, Devon EX152DF 
01884 266746 
www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


David Austin Roses 


David Austin’s beautifully illustrated 120-page catalogue, the Handbook 
of Roses, contains over 800 rose varieties. These include many award 
winning English Roses, old roses, climbers andramblers. Visit our world- 
famous rose gardens, which are home to the National Collection of 
English Roses. The gardens are adjacentto our Plant Centre andtea 
rooms. Please quote 'GT19' when requesting your free catalogue. 


David Austin Roses, Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton WV7 3HB 
01902376300 \//"  www.davidaustinroses.com 
retail@davidaustinroses.com 


Plants for Shade 


| See 


Long Acre Plants 


Long Acre Plants in Somerset specialise in plants for shade, full and 
partial, dry and damp ~ some of the most challenging conditions 
They have a fine range of perennials and bulbs including Helleborus, 
Epimedium, Erythronium, Galanthus, Cyclamen and a wide range of 
shade-tolerant shrubs including Hydrangea and an impressive list of 
hardy ferns, all available by mail order. 


Charlton Musgrove, Wincanton, Somerset BAS 8EX 
01963 32802 
www.plantsforshade.co.uk Be 
info@plantsforshade.co.uk 


Great Dixter Nurseries 


Great Dixter Nurseries was started by Christopher Lloyd in 1954, 
specialising in plants he considered garden-worthy. Today the range 
of plants has extended, grown in Dixter soil-based compost our 
plants transplant very well. Hand-picked seeds and well-chosen 
quality tools are also stocked. Open all year round with free entry. 
Online sales Sept- April 


Northiam, Rye, East Sussex TN316PH 
01797 252878 Wi = www.greatdixter.co.uk 
nursery@greatdixter.co.uk 


Close encounters : 
Renowned gardens photographer Allan Pollok-Morris = whose" 
images régutartyippear in books and magazines, including GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED ~ is running’a photography workshop at Whatley Manor 
spa hotel in Wiltshire on 14-15 October. The tWo-day Workshop, 
People, Place, Photography, is aimed at photographers of all levels 
and will make use of Whatley’s fabulous gardens. The workshop 
coincides with Allan’s solo exhibition, Close: A Journey in Scotland, 
which opens in the Ross Gallery, New York Botanical Garden, on 
9 October. The exhibition will feature around 40 large-format 
photographs — including this striking image of Charles Jencks’ 
‘Celis of Life’ at Jupiter Artiand, near Edinburgh — that celebrate 
the work of designers and artists in the Scottish landscape. You 
can also see Allan's Close photographs in his book of the same 
name (Northfield Editions, £34.99). 

For more information on the photography workshop, visit 
whatleymanor.com or call 01666 834026. 


ILLUSTRATED 


You can now buy GARDENS ILLUSTRATED as a digital edition 
to store and read wherever you are: on a plane, a train or even 
in I garden: ‘Available as single issues or as a subscription from 


(// / the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 


“DOWNLOAD YOUR DIGITAL EDITION TODAY 
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Bombay spice 

Visitors to the new Bombay Sapphire 
distillery at Laverstoke Mill in Hampshire 
now have the chance to see for themselves 
the ten herbs and spices that give gin its 


distinctive flavour, The plants are housed in 
two striking curvilinear glasshouses - the 
larger one, with a roof that soars up to 15m, 
provides a dry, temperate climate, while the 
‘smaller one houses plants that need tropical 
conditions. The stylish stee! and glass 


structures are a contemporary twist on 
traditional domed Victorian glasshouses, 
and are designer Heatherwick Studio's 
creative solution to the gin maker's brief for 
avisitor centre that would showcase its 
product from botanical to bottle. 


exhibition. It inéladed thi 
pitrowned tryii 


tribute to a Chinese girl, 


to sdvé Sfendangered red crown © 
, which was made from Helichry8tm, oregano, 
Aiternanthera and purple-leaved Hemigraphis.repanda 
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Curious links 


Astrip of land in south London known as the 
Missing Link'is to become a new ‘Promenade of 
Curiosities: The green pathway will wind its way 
through a series of permanent and temporary 
installations, framed by trees and rain gardens, 
and will link the new US Embassy in Nine Elms to 


the South Bank. London-based Erect Architecture 
and J&L Gibbons took inspiration from John 
Tradescant's English Cabinet of Curiosities for 
their design, chosen from more than 100 entries 
in an International Design Competition organised 
by the RIBA and Vauxhall One, 


Highly inventive 

Design schemes shortlisted for the 
Forgotten Spaces 2013 prize go on 
display at Somerset House from 

4 October to 10 November. Organised 
byRIBA London, Forgotten Spaces 
encourages designers to come up with 
innovative regeneration ideas for 
redundant spaces in greater London. 
‘Among the 26 shortlisted designs is 
this one from Studio McLeod, which 
uses structures inspired by cherry 
pickers’ ladders to give residents of the 
(Queen's Park Estate in west London a 
new view of their city. The winners will 
be announced at the end of October. 


in Chalfont St Giles, 
Buckinghamshire is offering 
a gardening service witha 
difference. You can rent an 
allotment piot on its large 
potager and the tear will 
plant and maintain this for 
you for an annual fee, which 
entities you to all of the 
produce. oakend.co.uk 


at Tyiney 
Hall Hotel in Hampshire, 
including Water, Rose, Dutch 
and Italian gardens, are open 
for the NGS on 6 October, 
10am-4pm.ngs.org.uk 


take 
place at Bilingshurst, West 
Sussex, this month, Among 
the items on sale are enamel 
signs of London streets and 
landmarks including 
Buckingham Palace and 
Horticultural Halls. Viewing 
18-21 October; sale 22 
October; sealed:-bid auctions 
23 October. Tel 01403 331331, 
summersplaceauctions.com 


to develop the landscape 
around its University Library. 
It's open to professionals and 
amateurs, and the deadline 
for entries is 30 November. 
For details see cambridge 
librarylandscape.com 


Which willbe held at 
the palace Huis Ten Bosch 
near Nagasaki in Japan, 
12-20 October. Now nits 
fourth year, the design show 
will have seven show gardens 
and 20 small gardens, 
gardeningworidcup jp/ 
item2013/teaser/Eg/ 
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COMPETITION 


pea 


Yorkshire Seulpture Park 


our prize inclules a night at the 


For your chance to win, please 
answer the following question: 


plus luxury hotel stay 


‘This autumn Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP), presents a major solo exhibition by 


printmaker, painter and designer Angie Lewin. Celebrated for her striking prints of When did Yorkshire 
skeletal plant forms set against the sky, Angie Lewin has taken inspiration from YSP’s Sculpture Park open to 
historic, 500-acre landscape to create a series of new prints and watercolours for the the public? 
exhibition, all of which are available to buy. 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED has partnered with YSP to give you the opportunity to win a trip to ard epee ethene 
the exhibition this November. Enter our competition and our top prize gives one winner: two along with your name, address, 
tickets to the invitation-only Angie Lewin: A Natural Line private view on Friday 15 November postcode and contact details to: 
before spending the night at nearby Waterton Park Hotel, four-star hotel in a scenic setting of Gardens lIilustrated 202/YSP. 


rolling parkland with its own lake and a backdrop of ancient woodland. The winner will also PO Box 501, Leicester 
enjoy a selection of Angie Lewin merchandise worth £50, designed exclusively to accompany LE94 OAA 
the show and a £200 voucher to spend on Angie Lewin fabric from her print studio St Jude's. 


In addition there are also 25 runner-up prizes of one ticket each to the private view. relent or 


Angie Lewin: A Natural Line runs fron ovember 2013 un 


hibition gi 


25 October 2013 


For more details about the 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
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Annie Guilfoyeis Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College andruns her own 
garden design studi, 


Green roofs 


Creating a green roof is easier than you think and will transform an old 
tool shed, bike store or summer house into an enviable garden feature 


ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


here is nothing new about green or'living’ 

| roofs; in fact we can trace their use back to 
ancient times. In recent years they have 

become more widely used, not only on commercial 

buildings but also increasingly on residential projects. 

The benefits of a green roof are numerous — from 
making buildings more energy efficient by improving 
insulation, to increasing biodiversity and providing 
valuable wildlife habitats in our cities. They also reduce 
water runoff and help with noise insulation. In fact 
studies are now being carried out on the psychological 
effects they have on the people who live and work in 
buildings with green roofs. 

Ifyou are planning a new build or even an 
extension it could be the perfect opportunity to 
incorporate a green roof into the design. It may be 
more complicated if you are adapting an existing roof. 
Whichever route you take it is essential to have a 
structural engineer on board at the planning stage, to 
advise you on load bearing and drainage. These are two 
of the most important considerations and it is really 
not advisable to proceed without seeking professional 
advice. Many companies offer a supply-and-build 
service, but before selecting one it is essential you 
research them thoroughly and if possible try to visit 
some of their recent projects. You need to be sure the 
design complies with building regulations and that 
the roof will be structurally stable and watertight. 


Smaller scale projects 

Whenever possible I will use a green roof to 
beautify dreary structures, such as bin stores, logs 
stores, bike shelters, tool sheds or even a dog kennel 
or bird table. A shed roof covered with plants looks 


so much better when viewed from above. Even on 
these smaller projects you need to ensure that the 
structure has adequate strength to support the roof 
when planted and that the drainage is sufficient. 
When it comes to the plant selection don't limit 
yourself to using just sedum matting, when there are so 
many other possibilities. As long as the plants suit the 
location and have the correct depth of growing 
medium you can be really creative. Herbs or 
wildflowers work well on top of a south-facing bike 
store and the roof of a shady tool shed could be 
transformed with a mixture of evergreen ferns or 
mosses. For a coastal garden why not try a carpet of 
Armeria, Thymus and Silene uniflora — perfect 
cover for a log store. So, if you are thinking of greening 
your roof, the sky — or the roof at least — is the limit. 


NEXT MONTH How to make a small garden look bigger 


essentials 

Your green-roof design will vary depending on the type 

of roof you want to create and the plants you use — 

but here are the general components of a green roof 

working from the roof upwards 

+ Waterproof membrane preventing any water from 
penetrating the roof. 

+ Root barrier protecting the waterproof membrane 
from root penetration. 

+ Drainage layer. 

+ Filter mat — preventing the growing medium from 
clogging up the drainage. 

+ Growing medium. 

+ Planting. 
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' TPavilion planting 

\|Mark Gregory designed this 
winning gatdien for the Children's Sotiety 
at Gheléa Flower Show in 2010 The rai 


You can really have fun being 
creative with green roofs, so 
why not consider using them 
‘on the smaller structures in 
the garden? This designer dog 
kennel featured in Jo 
Thompson's 2012 Chelsea 
garden'A celebration 

of caravanning’ It even has 

a tiny drainpipe taking rain 
water off the roof. 


3 Old s 

Rickety old tool sheds can be 
transformed and given anew 
lease of life with the addition of 
agreen roof, Some remedial 
work may be required first to 
ensure the structure is strong 
‘enough to support the planting. 


Extreme green 
This adventurous planting 
scheme covers an entire house 
in north London transforming 
it into a Mexican hillside. There 
are agaves, aloes and cacti 
combined with herbs, bulbs 
and grasses on this sloping 
scree roof. A ladder at the side 
of the house provides access 
for regular maintenance. 
5 Perennia 

and gra’ 
It is possible to use a wide 
range of perennials and 
grasses on green roofs, as 
shown here with Alchemilla 
‘mollis and Hakonechloa: 
However, you do need to 
consider how the plants will 
look during the winter months 
and whether or not you want it 
to look green all year round. 


6 Bijou 

‘Small is beautiful and there is 
no limit to how small you can go. 
This bee and insect ‘hotel’ has a 
tiny green roof, perfect fora 
small garden or balcony. Ensure 
you incorporate adequate 
drainage into the design, no 
matter how smallitis. 
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Use low-maintenance plants, 
especially if roof access is 
limited. This shed roof is 
planted with several different 
sedums that require very little 
maintenance. However, the 
honeysuckle growing around 
the eaves will need regular 
pruning to stop it covering the 
roof and swamping the plants. 


8 New approaches 
Nigel Dunnett never fails to 
offer innovative ideas for 
incorporating green roofs 

into a garden. Here an old 
shipping container has been 
transformed into a home office 
and the roof is planted up with 
grasses and perennials. Even 
the dry-stone walls have strips 
of sedum along the top. 


Here are some excellent books 
to help with your research: 


+ Small Green Roofs - Low-Tech 
Options for Greener Living 

by Nigel Dunnett, Dusty 

Gedge, John Little and 

Edmund C Snodgrass 

Timber Press, £16.99 

ISBN 978-1604690590 

For smaller projects, this book 
is so inspirational. 


+ Planting Green Roofs and 
Living Walls 

by Nigel Dunnett and 

Not! Kingsbury 

Timber Press, £25 

ISBN 978-0881929119 
Great for technical 
information. 


+ The Green Roof Manual 
By Edmund C Snodgrass 

and Linda Meintyre 

Timber Press, £25 

ISBN 978-1604690491 

This professional guide looks 
at larger projects. 
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the pot 
\_/ Company 


Over 100,000 planters in stock. 

Available models include jumbo 

boxes, troughs and cylinders, all 
ideal for landscaping projects. 


Visit our new website! 


C) A 
10% off for aii first time 
customers throughout October 
Please use the promo code PCG01 at checkout 
Other ranges include: fibrestone, old ironstone 


brown terracotta, burnay, charcoal, yakuta, 
new look, glazed, zine, tunisian and classic 


01892 890 353 
www.thepotco.com 


ENVIROMATES) 


GREEN ROOF MATTING =a 


a buzz with Wi 
um’s 


Wildflower and sedu r 
green roofs, gardens and landscaping 
Green innovation to enfianod biodiversity and comb 
climate change — pleasing to people and pollin: 


te +44 (0)1904 448675 — emai lindum@turf.co.uk 
www.turf.co.uk @lindumturf 
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Apple pickng 


Nine of our favourite ways to ease the apple harvest 


PICK OF THE CROP OFF THE SHELF TEPPING UP 
Wicker apple picker Arbre d’hiver Orchard ladder 

Length 90cm, £10, Garden Trading Diameter 70cm. €75, Botanique Editions Beech, 19m tall, £110, Hen & Hammock 

(0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk +33(0)130 54 56 77, botaniqueeditions.com 01844 217060, henandhamimock.co.uk 


INTHE BAC 
Planto Harvesting Bag 

Height 40cm, £2150, Garden Gear Diameter 30cm, £24.95, The Worm That Turned Width 50cm, £36 per shelf, Manufactum 

(01476 576541, garden-gearco.uk 0844 573 8644, worm.co.uk (0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


FLATOUT s aS ROLL WITH IT 
‘Apple collecting oak sedan Apple Wizard 
Length 239cm, £1,920, Ame Maynard Garden Design £220,Vigo Collects up to 20 apples, £69.99, Crocus 
(020 7689 8100, arnemaynard.com (01404 892101, vigopresses.co.uk (0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 


93 


6 and get 13 
issues for £26" when you _ 
subscribe to Knitloday 


« Knit Today is the UK’s best 
knitting magazine, with over 25 
patterns in each issue 

« Every month you'll find news on 
the hottest new yarns and the 
latest trends in the knitting world 


¢ With patterns for all levels, it’s the 
perfect magazine for beginners 


@ www.buysubscriptions.com/knittoday 


and enter code KT60GIP 
@ Or call now on 0844 844 0231 SeamkS 
and enter code KT60GIP 30h October 2013 


"SAVE 60% of lable to UK Direct Debit orders only. After your first 13 issues your payments will continue at £52.43 saving 50%. 
Your subscri start with the next available issue, Lines open weekdays 8am to Spm and Saturday Sam to Tpm. 


OtUO7ILO ols 


Book reviews, reader offers, letters and crossword 


gat 
* examined in Tim Richa 
TheNew English Gaiclon? maby 
F cabal is reviewed overleatc, 
\ 


Book reviews 


THE NEW 

ENGLISH GARDEN 

by Tim Richardson, 
photographs by Andrew Lawson 
Frances Lincoln, £40 

ISBN 978-0711232709 


‘There are those among us who 
style a certain class of large, glossy, 
lavishly produced garden book as 
‘Garden Porn’ In that case, I confess 
myself an addict, and feel it only fair 
to warn you that this doorstep of 

a book, so heavy, so sumptuously 
made, so ravishingly illustrated, is 
without wishing to stretch the 
analogy too far, pretty X-rated stuff. 

But this is not simply a book of 
sumptuous pictures. It is also 
intelligent, thought-provoking and 
occasionally contentious, which is 
just what you'd expect from Tim 
Richardson, whose pacy and 
incisive essays accompany richly 
atmospheric photographs by 
Andrew Lawson, Rachel Warne 
and Jane Sebire. 

Richardson has selected 25 
gardens to represent ‘the new 
English garden’ — gardens made or 
remade over the past decade that 
seem to him to represent the best of 
current garden-making in Britain. 

Some we would all agree on— 
Great Dixter, Trentham, Wildside, 
or the glorious ‘mingled’ borders of 
Packwood House. But he also 
presents some intriguing lesser 
known gardens— Angel Field in 


Keith Wiley's 
naturalistic theme 
at Wildside is, 
Tim's view, richer 
than anything 
inthe wild 


Liverpool, the elegant Lynn Garden 
at Ascott, even the vertical garden 
that is the Living Wall at London's 
Athenacum Hotel. 

He charts the development of 
New Perennial planting, from the 
pioneering Bury Court (now, as he 
observes, looking somewhat dated), 
to the magisterially orchestrated 
spaces of Tom Stuart-Smith’s Mount 
St John or Christopher Bradley- 
Hole’s Crockmore House; quite 
distinct, he argues, from the 
naturalistic plant communities of 
Keith Wiley’s Wildside, or the 
sustainable approach of Nigel 
Dunnett and James Hitchmough of 
Sheffield University. But it's good to 
be reminded that such planting is 
not ubiquitous, and in some gardens, 
redundant, as in Plaz Metaxu. 

Richardson is the ideal 
commentator — funny, passionate 
(as when galloping to the aid of Roy 


Strong); and not afraid to criticise — 
grumbling at Scampston’s Mount, 
or politely suggesting to the Prince 
of Wales that his garden is too 
busy. And he has a delicious turn 
of phrase: a hot border is not just 
‘ariot of colour, but‘helping the 
police with its enquiries. 

Any caveats? Beautiful 
photographs are occasionally 
ill-served by careless cropping. And 
then there’s the price tag —big, 
beautiful books don't come cheap— 
but if you are serious about 
contemporary English gardens, this 
isa book you cannot do without. 


Ambra Edwards is a writer 
specialising in gardens. 


book offer 
RRP £40. Reader offer 
price ££37, including p&p. 
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Regent's Pak 


ILLUSTRATED TREES OF BRITAIN & EUROPE 


by David More and John White 


Bloomsbury, £35. ISBN 978-1408123669 


I 
ILLUSTRATED. 


OF BRITAIN & EUROPE 
DAVID MORE. FOHIN WHITE 


eesoeodos 
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It’s now a decade since this 
outstanding book first appeared and 
it remains the most authoritative, 
most beautifully illustrated guide to 
trees, now made even more 
comprehensive with the addition of 
54 species most often encountered. 
in the Mediterranean region, 
bringing the grand total of species 
and cultivars covered to almost 
2,000. This revised edition will 
delight a new generation of tree 
enthusiasts, while those who already 
own the first edition and are 
debating whether the addition of 
species from warmer climates and 

a visual key to leaf shapes justifies 
the cost of upgrading, will notice 
improvements in the text and 
plates, including illustrations of 
reproductive structures for male 
and female ginkgo and a revised 
plate for service trees. 

David More's meticulous 
illustrations, a labour of love that 
involved searching out and painting 
individual trees so as to combine 
character with botanical accuracy, 


complement John White's text, 
which is laced with engaging 
anecdotal information and helpful 
cultivation advice born of a lifetime 
of first-hand experience, making 
this a source of reference to read in 
depth, as well as to admire. 

Weighing in at five and a half 
pounds, Illustrated Trees is a book to 
be enjoyed in an armchair rather 
than carried into the field. However, 
since it was first published the rapid 
development of small, easy-to-use 
digital cameras has meant that 
taking photographs to the book 
rather than taking the book to the 
tree has narrowed the gap between 
portable field guide and the library 
shelf reference book. 

‘The frontispiece, a magnificent 
painting of a hedgerow English elm 
in its prime, will bring a sigh of regret 
to tree lovers who are old enough to 
remember how these stately trees 
once graced our landscape. It's a 
stark reminder of the devastation 
that tree diseases cause and as I 
turned the pages I was struck by the 
many blank spaces that would be 
left in this book if the Pandora's box 
of new tree diseases run their 
course. It was a reminder of the 
beauty we often take for granted 
and of what we stand to lose. 


Dr Phil Gates is a Guardian Country 
Diarist and former senior lecturer in 
botany at Durham University. 


book offer 
RRP £35. Reader offer 
price £32.50, including p&p. 


REGENT'S PARK: 
FROM TUDOR 
HUNTING GROUND 
TO THE PRESENT 
by Paul Rabbits 
Amberley Publishing, £20 
ISBN 978-1-4456-1024-5 


Itis easy to forget that London's 
urban explosion was a 20th-century 
phenomenon. In 1792, for example, 
market gardens occupied 8,790 acres 
within a ten-mile radius of the city. 
Yet the six Royal Parks, now so 
cherished as public green spaces, 
have been a feature of the city since 
the 16th century. Paul Rabbitts's 
scholarly work tells the tale of one of 
these, Regent’s Park, from medieval 
manor to its contemporary role as 
an urban green lung, Much 
emphasis is placed on the Park's 
creation from 1811 by the Prince 
Regent with John Nash, the works of 
Decimus Burton and later, William 
Andrews Nesfield in the 1860s and 
‘70s. What makes the story so much. 
more interesting is how the Park's 
evolution is contextualised within 
the evolution of London itself, and 
the wider Parks Movement of the 
19th century. The book also brings 
the story up-to-date, examining the 
Park’s decline, revival and its 
management today. As a garden 
historian, but not a Londoner, I 
found Regent's Park a fascinating 
read and hope Mr Rabbits will do 
the same for the other Royal Parks. 


Toby Musgrave is a garden 
historian and author. 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18, including p&p. 
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BRITISH GARDENS: HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY AND DESIGN 
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by Tom Turner 
Routledge, £35 
ISBN 978-0415518789 


The British climate always gives 

us plenty to moan about, but it 
may also help explain why we have 
become possibly ‘the world’s most 
enthusiastic gardeners: So argues 
garden historian and landscape 
architect Tom Turner in this 
scholarly history of design in 
gardens and landscapes in Britain. 

Our enthusiasm he puts down 
both to climate, which is particularly 
suited to gardening, and to the 
influx of ideas and plants that he 
charts through the centuries. As in 
his two previous books, Asian 
Gardens and European Gardens, 
‘Turner uses a combination of 
plans, photographs, drawings and 
paintings to help you visualise 
the development of ideas. 

Like so much else we often 
think of as British, gardening was 
brought here by the Romans, but 
this chronological study goes much 
further back to the early Neolithic 
settlements and landforms, and 
suffers slightly from photographs 
that are dark and used too small. 

‘The first recognisable gardens 
are the reconstructed Roman 
gardens, such as Fishbourne 
(wrongly planted, in Turner's view, 
with clipped hedges and mown 
grass). The medieval garden 
introduces the herbarium: a small 
garden filled with flowers, aromatic 
herbs and turf. This is a period when 
many of our recognisable garden 
features, such as enclosed gardens, 
orchards, arbours, bowers, trellises 
and wattle fencing (used around a 
lady's herber for shelter and privacy, 
and in the vegetable garden to keep 
hens out), also arrived. 

‘Any gardeners who have tried to 
make small wildflower patches will 
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Tom Turney 


sympathise with their medieval 
counterparts who had to replace 

the turves they had cut from 
meadow land for their flowery 
meads’ every three to five years. 

The book picks up pace with 
the gardens of the Renaissance 
when Italy —both Classical and 
contemporary — became a source 
of inspiration as well as technical 
knowledge, and British gardens 
started to become outward looking. 
in their style, From here on a 
‘generous use of line drawings, plans 
and paintings enlivens the text. 

‘Terminology is problem in the 
study of garden history and design — 
this reader got particularly bogged 
down in those used to describe 
modern gardens. Luckily, Tarner sets 
them all out in the Appendix, which 
‘you would be wise to read before 
you start on the main text. 

The book offers plenty of visual 
and textual material for students of 
garden design, but for the general 
reader, what's really interesting is 
the ebb and flow of design features 
through the centuries and for this 
reason alone I'd recommend you 
read the book chronologically, 
rather than dipping in and out. 


Annie Gatti is a writer and former 
editor of the Garden Design Journal. 


THE MANUAL OF 
SEED SAVING 

by Andrea Heistinger 
Timber Press, £25 
ISBN 978-1604693829 


Ten years ago, it would have been 
hard to imagine that home seed 
saving would have become the 
phenomenon it is, There have been 
numerous books in the past couple 
of years and this new addition to 
the genre, translated from German, 
has already sold 10,000 copies in 
Austria and Germany. 

‘This is a comprehensive tome, 
taking you first through the whys of 
plant breeding — geopolitics, local 
knowledge, maintaining and creating 
diversity and economics before 
moving on to the hows, It includes an 
excellent chapter on ‘seed gardening’ 
everything from pollination, to 
maintaining trueness of type and 
how to ripen seed in damp climates. 

Each crop is covered with its 
own entry; this includes specifics on 
how to grow, harvest and save seeds, 
rouging (removing seedlings not 
true to type) and some delightful 
regional recipes and stories around 
specific heritage varieties. 

Although a heavyweight take 
on the subject, it has the lightest of 
touches; strong on detail, but not 
dauntingly so. Whether you've never 
saved sceds, only dabbled or you 
save on a large scale, you're sure to 
find something of interest. 


Alys Fowler is a Kew-trained 
‘gardener, author and TV presenter. 


book offer 
RRP £25 Reader offer 
price £22.50, including p&p. 
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LILY 
by Marcia Reiss, Reaktion Books, £16 
ISBN 9781780230931 
PINE ‘THE GREEN FLORILEGIUM 
by Laura Mason, Reaktion Books, £16 Introduced by Hanne Kolind 
ISBN 978-1780231013 Poulsen. Preste, £90 
978-3791352787 

Recently, I sat down with the editor All 178 plates of Hans Simon 
of this magazine to a meal, the first Holtzbecker's detailed flower 
course of which was lily bulb instructions portraits, restored to their 
raclette (Lilium auratum to be on howto Se SSE CarSnY Cs 
precise). We were in Japan and the —_ prepare GUY WOLFF: MASTER 
meal was a tasty reminder that daylily buds POTTER INTHE GARDEN 
there is often more to familiar for cating. : by Suzanne Staubach 
plants than being specimens in our Pine is more focussed on the Guy Wolff University Press of New 
gardens, Plants can be sources of —_grittily economic value of its England, £16.06 
food and medicine, play a role in subject: timber, pitch and 978-1611683660 
folklore and myth, be objects of turpentine, but looks also at how A biography of the modern 
veneration or suspicion, and the name‘pine’ came to be applied American master potter. 
inspiration for art and song. Their __ and refined by carly botanists. The 
modern role as garden plants, may, _tree’s place in myth is covered, with PRIVATE GARDENS. 
in other words, only be the tip ofan __an emphasis on the classical world, OF THE HUDSON VALLEY 
iceberg in a long history. and in art, particularly in China by Jane Garmey 

Itis the plant-human and Japan, where gnarled pines in The Monacelli Press, £55 
relationship that this series of books dramatic landscapes seem to 9781580933483, 
sets out to explore, Each title covers occupy a core place in the culture. Beautiful images of 26 
anumber of themes that introduce Lily and Pine are beautifully private gardens in New York 
us to its cultural role. Pine starts produced, with an old-fashioned ‘State's Hudson Valley. 
with a brief outline of many species and wonderfully solid feel to them; GARDEN PEONIES 
of Pinus, whereas Lily chartsa more they are well illustrated with GARDEN | byJames Kelway & Dave Root 
discursive path, outlining the range _material from a very wide range of PEONIES§) Picts ill Publishing, £14.99 
of plants that are dubbed ‘lily’ sources, and bound at a higher 978-1904496083 
beyond the genus Lilium It then quality than the general run of James Kelway's 1952 
goes on to look at the rather hardback books, especially given guide to peonies, updated 
contradictory image of the flower the modest price. I can see them by Kelways’ nurseryman 
in human history: as images of becoming collectors’ items. Dave Root. 


purity, of sexuality and of death. 
The role of lilies in Oriental cuisine 
is covered, and there are even 


Noél Kingsbury is a writer 


and plantsman. 


book offer 


Reader offer 
price £15 each, inc z 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
gardensitlustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call O1872 562318 
with your credit or debit card detail of send a cheque payable 
to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Bookshop, 
PO Bor 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR1I 4W. Free delivery within UK. 


are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Reader offers Orfer 


one 


Save on exclusive bulb collections from Peter Nyssen 


Inspired by the planting schemes from Arne Maynard (see page 58), bulb specialist Peter Nyssen has put together four collections 
for GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers at a special price. Each collection is based on the choice of colours chosen by Ame and includes 
a mix of colour-themed tulips along with a toning hyacinth. Plant the bulbs this autumn for a spring display next year. 


INSPIRED BY FLUSHED WITH GREEN SELECTION offer price 15.55, 


= 


A Tulip "Havran’x10 

B Tulip Greenland x10 
Hyacinth Woodstock'xS 
Dlp Exotic Emperor'x10——_ 
ETuip Burgundyx10 


Abyacinth ‘Delft Blue’ x5 
BTulip Rems Favourite’ x10 
Tulip Purple Dream’ x10 
Dilip Gabrielax10 
E Tulip Nightrider’ x10 


a 


Pit b 


AA Tulip White Parrot x 10 

B Tulip Elegant Lady'x10 
Tulip Blue Diamond x10 
Diyacinth ‘Purple Sensation’ x5 


A Tulip ‘Black Hero’ x10 

B Tulip Ronaldo’ x10 

CTulip Apricot Beauty'x10—__ 
Dilip AlbertHejn'x10 
EHyacinth ‘Aiolos’ x5. 
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HOW TO ORDER 

Order hotline call 0161747 4000 quoting GIT12410'to gain 
your discount 

Order online go to peternyssen.com and use the 

code ‘GIW12441' when prompted to gain the discount. 

Order by post please fill in the coupon below and send it 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Bulb Collection offer, Peter Nyssen Ltd, 
124 Flixton Road, Urmston, Manchester M41 5BG, Cheques 
should be made payable to Peter Nyssen Ltd, 

Postage & packing charged at £5.50 (free delivery on 
orders over £150) to mainland UK. For orders within the 
European Union please check the Peter Nyssen website 

for delivery charges. 

Offer closes 31 October 2013 (while stocks last). 


Full Tes & Conti 
ty ard Poor Ny 
‘eu or greater vale 


: ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Bulb Collection Ofter, 
X Peter Nyssen Ltd, 124 Flixton Road, Urmston, 


Manchester M41 58G, UK. 


New preserving jar range from Le Parfait 


Bulb collections Price _| Qty | Total ! | Asautumn approaches now is the time to make the most of your 
Flushed with green 81555 £ | | garden harvest and hedgerow foraging by preserving and pickling 
pooprink ai ess : {| what you can. French company Le Parfait is over 80 years old and 
its range of glass preserving jars, embossed with the company logo 

Layerupen yer cs 2 are iconic, provide both the practical means to keeping food 
Burnt toffee £14.35 £ preserved and also the style to make them look good in your 
P&P £550 £550 kitchen, or when given as a gift 

TOTAL £ New to the range is the Orange Screw Top Jars. Available in 


Litre, 2 litre or 3 litre size with gently curved sides, the distinctive 
orange cap makes these jars perfect for recipes that do not require 
heat treatment, pickles for example, or as convenient storage jars. 


‘YOUR DETAILS: 


Title Initial ‘Surname 
‘Adal Alternatively the jars also fit the metal lids from the Familia Wiss 
range meaning that the same jars can also be used for recipes that 

: ‘ do require heat treatment; jams and cordials for example. 
H Postcode t 
bi | | GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers can get a20% - 
1 Email address iS = <= 
: ! | discount on the new Orange Screw Top Jars. 
' i => 


HOWTO ORDER 
Go to leparfait.co.uk and make your Zw -— 
order from the Orange Screw Top 

range of jars. When prompted use a 


lenclose a cheque fr §. ‘made payable to Peter Nyssen Ltd 
and with my name and address on the back. 


Orchargemy [Visa C)Mastercard [)Switch/Maestro 


‘Gord Number. the code 'LPGARDEN2013'to gain # 
DOC TILT $} yourdiscount. 
Start Date / Expiry DateL_L_]/L1. : 
H Offer closes: 31 October 2013 
Switch Issue No Signature Open to UK customers only. Offer excludes delivery. 
Tr. ] Discount only valid on Orange Screw Top range. 
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Letters 


Star letter 


New look 

When my arthritis became so bad | 
could no longer deal with our mixed 
borders, GARDENS ILLUSTRATED gave 
us the idea of how to resolve the 
problem. Your features on French 
and Italian Gardens helped me plan 
the layout as it is now [pictured]. 
Ihope other readers will realise 
getting old doesn't mean giving up 
on enjoying a beautiful garden. 
Annie Eaves, by email 


3ARDEN FEATUF 
Green with envy 
I wanted to send you a picture of the living 
wall [above] that my mother-in-law has 
made in our small London garden. It’s 
totally amazing, and even has an automatic 
water system wired into it too. 
Mareus Stewart, Battersea 
ED'S REPLY: Fabulous. We'd love to hear 
any tips she could offer other readers 
with small gardens. 


INSPIRATION 

Pastures new 

Well done to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for your 
excellent selection of gardens in September 


{issue 201]. I was already familiar with Dove 
Cottage and Great Comp, but Osterley Park was 
‘anew one to me. So I made the journey south 
to see the ‘riotous colour’ in the potager and was 
not disappointed. Well done to all concerned 
but especially the National Trust for giving the 
head gardener at Osterley the freedom to do 

his own thing. We need magazines to focus our 
attention on new developments and excellent 
gardens, so please keep up your quest for top- 
quality gardens wherever they may be. 

Ian Salter, Leeds 

ED'S REPLY: Great to hear the feature 
encouraged you to visit such a beautiful garden. 


Chemical free 

I was so pleased to see Alys Fowler’s 
talking point, in the September issue and 
wholeheartedly agree with her. My garden 
of nine years has never seen a chemical and 
during the warm weather my buddlejas were 
a vision of fluttering beauty, with literally 
hundreds of butterflies. Roll on the day 
when garden-centre shelves are no longer 
stocked with grim looking killers. 

Liz Faulkner, Dumfreis 


WRITE TO US & WIN 

The star letter wins a pair of Felco secateurs, offering 
superior cutting ability and ease of use. Choose 
between the ergonomically designed No 8 for larger 
hands or No 6 for smaller, both worth £59.99. For 
details of Felco’s full range go to felco.com 


FEL 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Nicole Collomb urges us to 
demand more green spaces in 
new housing developments 
Nicole Collomb is 
anadviser to the 
Landscape Institute, 
which aims to 
enhance the 

natural and built 
environment. 


Our homes are rooted in 
‘communities, and the building 
blocks of those communities ~ 
the streets, the parks, the play 
areas — are put in place by house 
builders. The best understand 
that investing in a well-designed 
landscape pays dividends, 
making good business sense as 
well as sustainable places to live. 
Three cheers then for 
the country's largest house 
builder, Barratt Homes, which 
is working with the RHS to get 
new homeowners gardening 
and improving local spaces, 
Unfortunately, the experience 
all too many of us have of new 
housing is of soulless estates 
at odds with their landscape, 
It'sno surprise then that the 
government's push to address 
the housing shortage so often 
meets resistance at a local level. 
Like anyone in the business 
of selling, house builders 
respond to customer demand. 
So,as consumers of new 
housing, if we want beautiful 
green places to live we must 
demand them. 
+ You can find the Landscape 
Institute's guidance on 
housing and landscape at 
landscapeinstitute.co.uk 


- What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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ACROSS 
1 Plant related to the lily - carelessly 

lop heads (8) 

6 Droops in the garclen with fatigue - 
that's ses for you! (6) 

9 Taxonomic groupings ~ a green sort (6) 
10 Genus of evergreen perennials aka 
Elephants ears'- are being spoilt (8) 
11 George, 20th-century lupin 

breeder (7) 

12 AsaPyracantha's, troublesome! (6) 
13 Herb Conopodium majus — fashioned 
guntip(6) 

15 Flavour of fennel- in part, organise 
edging (7) 

17 Perennial ofthe Saxitraga family 

with heart-shaped leaves - all time 
fantastic! (7) 

20 Smooth and shiny, ike laurel 

leaves (6) 

22 Matthiola plants once used to restrain 
petty felons! (6) 

24 Frondy plant that, despite its name, 
doesn’t grow on Quercus (3.4) 

26 Garden ones a cause of heated 
exchanges between neighbours? (8) 

28 Unrefined, like a man of the soil? (6) 
29,A means of supporting part of 

robust Rutaceae (5) 

30 Yearbooks of petunia, etc (7) 


DOWN 
2 Herb: asparagus tip, source of 

money (9) 

3 Firms in soil around plant Helen 
isshiting (52) 

4 Name of the finest red-flowered witch 
hazel... Actinidia, nevertheless (5) 

5 Small, blue-lowering annual - able to 
break with nothing inside (7) 

6 Evergreen tree -ifturned 

cover, night? (3) 

7 Woodland flower among henbane, 
moneywort (7) 

8 Plant shoot used for grafting to stock 
with desired genes for duplication (5) 
12 Securing part of honesty in garden 
1A.Understands they re tree shoots? (5) 
16 Shrub with heart-shaped leaves gving 
‘good autumn colour (9) 

18 The devi of a flaming red 

Crocosmia! (7) 

19 Genus of plant aka Mask flower 
hidden by petal on soapwort (7) 

21 'New Zealand holy 

—Mmacrodonta (7) 

23 Garden implements? Sadly last 
around start of October! (5) 

25 Gardening expert, TV presenter 
provides some honeysuckle indoors (5) 
21 Decay evident Protea (3) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


‘SEPTEMBER'S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS:1 Amorpha$ Snaps 9 Shelter 10 Edcoes I Crane 12 Whitey Mt Scot 
IB SSS|19 Capilary 21 Spreader 23 Tartan 25 Captan 27) Ty 


DOWN:2 Moss roses 3 Reeds 4 Hotbeds 8 Sterile 6 And7 Smet 


16ise 


ated 28 Typha 29 


rown imperil 13 EricaS Ome 


7 Leyland 19 Cydaria 20 Lateral 22 Plant 24 Rotor 26 Tip. 


BUYING ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION: 
‘You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: October 2012 
to September 2013 
issues are available. 


GARDENS 


DIGITAL VERSION 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available ~ 
see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 
0844 8440253 +44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 
| re SINGLEISSUES 
I would like to order copy/copies of issue(s). 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
LIUK-£439 per copy LJUK - £549 per copy 
LJEU- £519 per copy LJEU-£649 per copy 
CiRest ot world-£599percopy CJ Rest of world ~ £749 per copy 
| would like to order slipcase(s) 
‘SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
CUK-£750each Cluk-£950each 
LJEU-£850each LJEU-£1075 each 
Jest of world £9.50 each LL] Rest of world - £12 each 

Postage & packaging is included inal prices 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


2 cheque/international money order made payable to 
ILLUSTRATED for £, 


(i would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard 


Maestro 


Expiry date Issue no. (Maestro only) 


v9) 


‘YOUR DETAILS. 
Tit 


Signature Date 


Forename 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 


Rechargeable led lights for the garden 


© Sheet a es Lighting 
without 
wires 


@ Rechargeable lithium battery 


@ Up to 9 hours operation per 6 hour 
charge 


@ Strong white UV resistant housing 


@ Charger & remote control supplied 


Order online @ 
www.lightingforgardens.com 


LIGHTING|& 
GARDENSI2 


be ale 


= 
A Custom & ehapoke Planters == 
~ Hand-made in me UK ~ Instant Pricing Online 


Call Visit 
01982 862473 (cen couk Cedor Nursery, Horsiew Road) Cobrant RT| SUR 


ete 


BUTSEry. 


_ 


Order any size online, they're instantly priced 
Many finishes available and ail delivered direct to your door 
Come and visit us in Cobham, Surrey (we're open 7 days a ace 


RTISEMENT FEATURE 


Light up your garden 


As the afternoon light fades, and the trees turn golden, spend the crisp autumn evenings 
enjoying your garden with these beautiful lighting solutions be they fire or electric 


LIGHTING FOR GARDENS 

Sphere is a new rechargeable IP68 
outdoor light, providing smooth colour- 
changing, white light or one of six colours 
for up to nine hours per charge for 
wonderful garden lighting effects without 
wires. 


01462 486777 
www.lightingforgardens.com 


WILSTONE HOUSE AND GARDEN 
The Kadai is a unique and versatile all- 
in-one firebowl and barbecue — rustic 

chic at its best. A greener option to patio 
heaters, the Kadal is a romantic and social 
centrepiece to any garden throughout the 
year. Prices start from £164. 


01694 771800 
www.kadai.com 


GARDEN TRADING RETAIL 
Whether offering a welcoming light for 
visitors above the porch or as a helpful 
addition to the garden or an outbuilding, 
Garden Trading outside lights provide the 
perfect lighting solution for country and 
urban environments alike. 


0845 6084448 
www.gardentrading.co.uk 


GREENSQUARES 

Extend your evenings with the 
Greensquares Infinity range. Each cube- 
shaped light is handmade from laminated 
glass with a solid hardwood base, giving 
you quality, beauty and making your 
garden glow. 


www.greensquares.co.uk 
029 2070 5113 


Autumn colour 


With the autumn months, comes the magnificent array of colours that can be truly 
reathtaking. Here's a selection of some of the most spectacular gardens that will 
provide a real experience of autumnal magic. 


1 BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
Enjoy spectacular autumn colour as 
the maples take centre stage with 
their mix of reds, yellows, oranges and 
golds. Wander through blazing tree 
colour and relax on the deck of the 
Garden Terrace Café. There's apacked 
garden shop and plant centre including 
the new season's bulbs and fabulous 
gifts and shabby chic furniture too. 
Winner of the Cotswolds Tourism 
Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 
2013. Open daily 10am-Spm. 


2 WATERPERRY GARDENS. 
Celebrate Apple Weekend at 
Waterperry - 11-13 October, Apple 
and juice tastings, identification, 
expert advice and information about 
growing fruit trees from our orchard 
manager, orchard tours, ‘from the 
tree’ craft fair and fun for all the family, 
‘At Waterperry Gardens you'll find 
beautiful gardens, a quality plant 
centre and garden shop, gallery, gift 
barn and teashop serving home- 
baked lunches, cakes and patisserie, 


(ESS Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, GloucestershireGL569AB | Waterperry, near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 
|/ | 01386 701441 \\) 5 www.batsarb.co.uk 01844 339254 www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 


3 ABBOTSBURY 

SUBTROPICAL GARDENS. 
ENCHANTED FLOODLIT GARDEN 
EVENT 17 OCTOBER-3 NOVEMBER 
Lights turned on at dusk to 30pm. 
Magicallighting throughout the 

garden, Stroll along candle-itpathways 
surrounded by autumn colour stunningly 
plighted. Hot food available in the Colonial 
Restaurant, and Christmas shoppingiin 
the shop, Individuals and groups weleome. 
Open 10am-8 30pm during the event, 
normaladmission applies. 


4 MARKS HALL GARDENS 
AND ARBORETUM 
Acollection of trees from all the 
temperate areas of the world, 

set in over 200 acres of historic 
landscape providing interest 
throughout the year. Highlights 
include the Millennium Walk, 
designed for structure, colour and 
scent and the inspired combination 
of traditional and contemporary 
planting in the Walled Garden. 


DORESS Bullers Way, Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA Coggeshall, Essex CO6 1TG 
|| 01305 871387 \ 5 www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk 01376 563796 \\ | www.markshall.org.uk 


5 TATTON PARK 

Enjoy spectacular and vibrant autumn colour and golden light in this, 
20-year-old 50-acre garden. By far the season's main attraction 

is the 100-year-old Japanese garden, home to around 20 species of 
Japanese maple. The gardens include a variety of areas including 
formal gardens, glass houses, an arboretum, maze, rose garden, 
productive kitchen garden and orchard with huge variety of autumn 
fruit and vegetables. Free entry for RHS and NT members. Car entry 
charge applies. 

Buy one ticket and get one free. Valid until 31/3/2014. Free ticket 

is cheaper of the two. Applies to single entry tickets only. Bring this 
advert with you to qualify. Max three free tickets per advert. 


DDRESS Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6QN 
£1 01625 374400 |) 5 www.tattonpark.org.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


6 ABBEYWOOD GARDENS 
Anexciting all-season garden in the 
heart of Cheshire, Highlightsinclude 
Long-flowering naturalistically planted 
herbaceous borders in the Main 
Gardens, a vibrantly planted Christopher 
Lloyd-inspired Exotic Garden, a young 
Arboretum with interesting evergreen 
and deciduous trees, a 2km nature walk 
around both new and mature woodland 
areas, which are also home to wooden 
sculptures, skillfully crafted by Tim 
Burgess of Rostherne, 


DDE SS Chester Road, Delamere, Cheshire CW8 2HW 
|L | 01606 889477 \\ |: www.abbeywoodestate.co.uk 


7 BLUEBELL ARBORETUM 8 BODENHAM ARBORETUM 
AND NURSERY Anasis of plantations, pools and 
Explore our nine-acre woodland garden avenues, beautifully landscaped and 


including 3,000 species of trees and 
shrubs. The integral working farm 
stocks sheep and Herefordshire 


‘trees and shrubs, many of which havebeen 
planted for their sensational autumn colours. 


TheAcer Cercidphylum, Liquidambar, cattle, donkeys andrare breed 
(Quercus and Sorbus cultivars wile poultry. Our restaurant serves a 
particularly eyecatching Many ofthetrees range of homemade food including 
andshrubs growingin the garcensare adaily carvery servingmeat from 
available for sale from our adjoining specialist the farm. Open throughout the year, 
treeandshrubnursery. Walking boots or lam-5pm, please check the website. 
welingtons recommendedafter wet weather. 

DDEESS Annwell Lane, Smisby, Near Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 2TA <> Wolverley, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY11 5TB 

| £1 01530 413700 \\ = www.bluebelinursery.com 01562 852444 ||: www.bodenham-arboretum.co.uk 
9 SYON HOUSE & GARDENS v~ 10 GOODNESTONE PARK 


GARDENS 
Set in 14 acres with a walled garden, 
woodland and formal areas. 
Romantic and quiet. Beautiful 
autumn colours. For October the 
gardens are open sundays only, 
Please visit our website for 2014 
opening. 


Two hundred acres of Capability 
Brown landscaped parkland 
surround Syon House, with its 
Robert Adam interiors. The Great 
Conservatory dominates the 30-acre 
gardens, which also include a lake 
and over 200 species of rare trees. 


ADDRESS Syon Park, London Road, Brentford, Middlesex TW8 8JF DDRESS Goodnestone Park Gardens, Kent CT31PL 
(Sat. nav:TW7 6AZ) || 0208560 0882 \\): 5 www.syonpark.co.uk ©. 01304840107 \\\" = www.goodnestoneparkgardens.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The potting sned 


From lovely garden clothing and vintage handcrafted accessories, to practical potting benches 
and beautiful pots, these items will help you make the most of the autumn planting season 


CARRIER COMPANY 
This hardwearing apron is handmade 
using sustainable jute. The pockets are 
generous, and the shorter length allows 
for those of us with a longer stride. Carrier 
Company produces heritage workwear 
and accessories, hand made in North 
Norfolk, England. 

01328 820699 

& www.carriercompany.co.uk 


MABEL AND ROSE 
Aunique range of original vintage 
accessories and traditionally handcrafted 
items for gardeners. The ever-changing 
collection includes vintage apple crates 
trugs and baskets, galvanised watering 
cans, buckets and tin baths, vintage tools, 
antique terracotta pots and enamelware. 
TEL 01993 778885, 

|S www.mabelandrose.com 


VINTAGE CRATES 

Vintage style crates, handmade for us with 
timber from sustainable sources. They 
create versatile displays or useful storage. 
We offer a range of vintage style crates, 
genuine vintage crates, and a selection of 
really old american bottle crates. 


01636 525352/ 07788 721399 
www.vintagecratesuk.co.uk 


WHICHFORD POTTERY 

Whichford's flowerpots are designed 

and entirely handmade at the pottery. 

Top quality, desirable designs from truly 
traditional to cutting-edge contemporary. 
Frostproof guarantee. Delivered worldwide. 


T=. 01608 684416 
www.whichfordpottery.com 


WOODIE WAGON 

Woodie Wagon is a practical and attractive 
addition to any garden. Made in Europe 
from sustainable timber, this traditional 
continental pull-along cart is a perfect 
multi-tasker and gardener's friend. 


07743 778892 
www.woodiewagon.co.uk 


HERITAGE GARDEN TRADERS 
An essential piece of equipment, these 
benches come in solid oak two drawer 
£260, or oak single drawer £245.95, and 
beech single drawer £199.95. A folding 
beech potting bench is also available at 
£149.95, easy to move and folds down 
almost flat. 
TE. 01989 720178 / 07832 138704 

© 8 wwwheritagegardentraders.co.uk 


ACCESSORIES 


Providers of English H: 
rs and Outdoor 


Furniture in Oak, Iroko & Accoya. 


A Ss 


To advertise call Katie Larkman on 0117 314 8391 
or email katie.larkman@immediate.co.uk 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


dovetail 
greenhouses 


RIES 


WIDE or SWOLLEN FEET? 


We offer you the complete / 


ssy QJ range 


of quality wide fitting footwear av: 


for women and men in EE, 

4E, GE and 8E width fittings. 
Our shoes are perfect for 
people with swollen feet, 
corns, bunions, hammer toes, 


diabetes, arthritis, and extra wide feet. 


for your FREE catalogue call 


01933 311 077 or visit 


www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 


EMAIL 


EDUCATION 


World class garden design training 


Train to be @ professional garden 
designer al the UK's leading garden 
design college. Our one-year diploma 
classes take place In the Orangery 
conlerence laciliies al the world 
famous Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 


NESE 
Sci 


led by Andrew Wilson 
lectures and tutoring 

from some of the world's leading 

garden designers and horticulturalsts. 


For more information coll 01483 762955 
‘oF email infowicgd.org.uk or vist 


www.licgd.org.uk 


Green Pages 


call Katie Larkman on 0117 314 8391 
nail katie.larkman@immediate.co.uk 


Mortice and Teno 
Includes FREE fu 

delivery to UK main 0 order. 
OFFER AVAILABLE WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


www.teaktiger.com * @& 0800 068 


To advertise call Katie Larkman on 0117 314 8391 
or email katie.larkman@immediate.co.uk 


ORGANIC 
GARDENING 


\ Deacon's Nursery, Moor View, 
Godshil, Isle of Wight POSS 3HW 
01983 522243 (24hrs) 
\www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
Info@deaconsnurserytruits.co.uk 


NEW 2014 catalogue OUT NOW! 


FAMILY TREES NURSERY 


FRUIT TREES 
Organic seeds and supplie: 
p 


01932 253666 


www familytreesnursery.co.uk 


SPRING FLOWERING BULBS 


20+ colours, single & double flowers: 


[Panis PHONE NOW 
for a plant list! 
01778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 


©) 
Neate Gee Tee 


catalog? 


- Full range of show-quality bulbs 
- Bulk orders available 

- Wholesale prices 

+ Friendly, knowledgeable staff 


9 01205 260412 
@ www.gee-tee.co.uk 


HOPES GROVE NURSERIES 
‘Tue Heperne Piant Sreciauists 


(Our full colour brochure is FREE on request and includes: 
HEDGING, YOUNG TREES, AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS, CONIFERS, 


CLIMBERS, GROUND COVER, ORNAMENTAL GRASSES)SPECIMEN 
TREES, TOPIARY & FRUIT 


Collections very welcome ment 
mallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent 1N30 7LT 


Hopes Grove Nurseries, 
: 765600 + Fax: 01580 766894 


Tel: 015 
ail: sales@hopesgrovenurseriés.co.uk 
“a 
G = Web: 3 
All enquiries aiid eredit/debit card orders welcome 


Mail order specialist: nationwide delivery 


Office Open Sante pint Mon Frit S209; 


Buy your plants from one of the most 
inspirational gardens in the country 


For fifty years Beth 
Chatto has inspired people 
with her choice of plants. 


‘Top quality plants will be 
mailed or can be personally 
jected from the 
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ON SALE 25 OCTOBER 


Sainsbury's, Tesco and Waitrose stores, as well as 


magazine retailers and as a digital version. 


the writer’s plot 


Bed thugs 


Our columnist is becoming more accepting of the unsavoury squatters in his borders 


omeone, scanning the 
S long border the other 

day, said, “You have a 
lot of thugs in there." It was 
meant asa criticism, We were 
looking at a particularly fine 
patch of teasels and hogweed 
which, to a casual observer, 
might have given the 
impression that I was sparing 
the rod. Well I had been a bit. 
‘There was a lot of travelling 
this summer and, though I 
had engaged a person to keep 
‘on top of the hogweed while 
Iwas away, he had spectacularly 
vanished within five minutes of 
our first departure, leaving the 
back door open and his best 
boots in the shed, never to be 
seen again. So the return from. 
Iceland at the end of May was 
greeted by a face-high wall of 
greenery, and not much time to 
hack my way through it before 
setting off on the next trip. 

By the middle of July 

and the end of trip three 


things were getting seriously out of hand. Smaller beds that 
can be sorted out in a day or two were being kept just this side 

of respectable, but that long border is a week’s work and tends to 
be put off until there is a clear week to tackle it. It was beginning 
to be apparent that it should be divided into perhaps four sections 
that might be more manageable, if it could be done without 
diminishing the scale of the whole thing. Meantime the thug 
observation was made and, since it could not be rebutted, 


had to be acknowledged. 


“Yes,” I said, “but not enough. More thuggery is what 
we need in there.” The intention of the response might 
have been defensive, but as soon as it was out I knew 

that it was true. The parts of the border that were holding 
up were the parts that were dominated by thugs. Inula 
magnifica at the west end swamping all interlopers, 
Persicaria wallichii in the middle straining at its 

barrier and frequently breaching it, Euphorbia griffith 
inbetween clamping the ground with feet of iron. 
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FRANK RONAN 


It is harder to love a plant that would love 


anyone than a plant that loves no one 


Frank Ronanisa 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


ANGELA HARDING 


Contemplating this, and 
wondering what else I could 
throw into the bear pit, 
occurred to me that there were 
plants I was holding back on 
because of their thuggishness: 
avery nice herbaceous elder 
that I brought back as seed 
from the Kackar, and which 
was languishing out of sight 
ina plastic tub for fear of 
what it might do once released. 
Was this the moment to set 
free the Kraken? It did not fit 
into my idea of what this 
border should look like, but 
neither did the sight before me, 
so what was there to lose? 

Interrupting the thought, 
my accuser said, “Too many 
teasels.” Despite his tact in 
citing the teasels rather 
than the hogweed, I was not 
prepared to admit two flaws 
ina row. He might at least have 
punctuated his criticisms by 
noticing the very beautiful 
and rare form of purple 


Roscoea at his feet or the increasing colony of Gladiolus cardinalis 
to his right. “They are there,” I drew myself a haughty inch 

taller, “temporarily, to protect the white martagons until the 
Sciadopitys is big enough to shade them.” 

Aworthy opponent would, immediately, have laughed at my 
idiocy in planting martagons beneath a conifer so slow that future 
generations might still be allowing teasels there for shade, but this 
‘one merely narrowed his eyes in the direction of the 
griffithii and drawled, “Do you like that Euphorbia?” 

“Obviously,” I snapped. I was trying to harden my 
heart and not think of all the small and delicate and 
cherished, and sometimes expensive, things that had 
lived brief and unfulfilling lives in the space now 
trampled by the spurge. It is harder to love a thug than 
to love a plant that is demure. Harder to love a plant that 
would love anyone than a plant that loves no one and 
you hope will only love you. But sometimes we must be 
pragmatic and come to love what is.o 


gabriel asn 


Free installation when you buy any 
Gabriel Ash greenhouse. 


Includes assembly onto customers’ pre-prepared base. 
Offer Ends 31* October 2013. Worth up to £1,763 


Every Gabriel Ash greenhouse is produced using only the finest Western Red Cedar and is expertly handcrafted 
by cime-served joiners in Chester into a seamless blend of wood, glass and discreet aluminium. 
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—_—— 


Greenhouses Lean To’s Patio Glasshouses | Coldframes Shed Combi Planthouses ‘Staging 
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In association with the Prince's Foundation, we are proud to present our new range of Prince's Foundation Glasshouses, 


Canopies and Pergolas. The ideal place to grow, entertain or take time out. A Prince's Foundation Glasshouse affords you more 


opportunities to enjoy al fresco living, come rain or shine 


The Glasshouse The Canopy | The Pergola | For more information 


Pes so or a brochure call or click 


0800 783 8083 
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